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EXCURSION, &c. 



XT THEN ever I have read the defcrip- 
▼ y tions given by travellers of foreign 
countries, in which their beauties and 
antiquities were laviihly praifed, I have 
always regretted a riegledl which has long 
attended the delightful fcences at home. 
The monuments of antiquity difperfed 
over this illand, aye many and various ; 
A . fom^* 
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fpme of them arofe in the remoteft ages, 
and point out to us the revolutions and 
hiftory' of our o^^n kingdom : a degree of 
knowledge which ought to {land firft in 
importance with every Englifliman. 

Thefe fentiments gave rife to a fum- 
mer's excurfion, the pleafures of which 
I have endeavoured to communicate to 
the reader in the following pages. 

The firft requifites for a pleafure jaunt, 
are companions of fuitable tafte and cu- 
riofity, and conveniences for the journey 
— they encreafe every enjoyment, and 
make every fcene which prefents itfelf 
more agreeable — thefe were not wanting* 

Thus circumftanced, we were conduc- 
ted to Bowes, in Yorkfliire; to which 
place I fhall firft attempt engaging the 
attention of the reader. 

Bowes 
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Bowes is of great antiquity, in which 
is all its merit. — The country around it 
is meanly cultivated, its habitations are 
melancholy, and what alone claims the 
attention of a traveller, is the ruin of a 
caftle, fiippofed by fome to have been of 
Roman conftrudlion; but by others to be 
the Turris de Arcubus^ built by Allan, 
firft Earl of Richmond, in the Conque- 
ror's time* It is fituated on the old Ro- 
man way, which leads from Cathrick^ or 
the antient Cateradonium* 

This caftle is fifty-three feet high, is 
built of hewn ftone, of excellent work- 
manfliip, forming a fquare of equal fides 
of eighty-one feet each ; the windows are 
irregular, and; the walls, which are ce- 
mented with lime mixed with fmall flints, 
are near five feet in thicknefs.— It is now 
much defaced, the outward cafing having 
A z been 
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been ftripped off in many places ; within 
it appears to have been divided into feve- 
ral apartments, one of the lower divifions 
of which was fuppbrted by a central pil- 
lar, from whence a roof of arches has 
arifen, the groins ftill projedling from 
the walls. 

This caftle is fituated on the brink of 
a hill, declining fwifcly to the fouthward, 
at whofe foot runs the river Greta : — It 
is furrounded with a deep ditch, on the 
fouth fide of which is a plain or platform, 
apparently calculated for the ufe of the 
caftle. — On the eaftern point of this plat- 
form we were fhewn the fcite and remains 
of a bath, with its aqueducfl, which are 
now totally in ruins, and grown over 
with weeds and brambles. . 

On a late inclofure of fome common 
lands belonging to Bowes, an antient 

aque- 
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aqucdu6l was difcovered,' which had con- 
yejed the water from a place called Le- 
var, or Levy Pool, near two miles diftanc 
from the caftle ; which was fufficient, At 
once to . fupply the garrifon with frefli 
water, and alfb the baths. 

A few fcanty meadows border the river 
Greta, and cultivation leems to awake in 
ignorance over the adjoining lands ; where 
the plough fhare begins to make the traces 
of induflry on the fkirts of the defert *. 

An 

.— — ■ - . ■ ■■ ■ , ... — 

• Camden wha wrote in the latter part of the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, and of the i 5th century, fpeaking of 
this place, fays, " Bowes, which alfo is written Bowgh, 
<* was then a little village ; where in preceding ages the 
** Earls of Richmond had a pretty caftelet, the cuftoms 
** of thorough toll, and their furcas, which was the 
** power of executing criminals. In old times it was 
** called in Antouines Itinirarie, Levatrae & Lavatrae ; 
** the diftance and Icite thereof by the High-ilreet, which 
" is here evidently apparent, do prove it ; but what 

** greatly 
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An other occafion, befides what is men- 
tioned by Camden, may have given the 
modem name of Bowes, as this place was 
granted by William the Conqueror to one 
of his attendant adventurers. 

The 



** greatly confirms the antiquity of jt, is an antient large 
^* ftone in the church, nfed by the Romans for an altar» 
*' with the fdlowing infcription upon it, to the honour 
•* of Hadrian the Emperor, 
r IMP CiESARI DIVI TRAIANI PARTHICI maxfilio ^ 
DIVI NERV^ NEPOTI TRAIANO Hadria 

NO AUG. PONT. MAXIM — -: — 

Cos I P-P— COH. mi F ^ — 

ID. SEV. 

" This fragment was alfo there dug up : 



NOL. CAE 
FRONTINUS 
COH. I. THRAC. 
^ WluUl Virius Lupus ruled as Lieutenant General and 

•'Pro 
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The antient monuments, fald by Cam- 
den to be in the church of Bowes, are 

not 



** Propraetor of Britain, under Severus the Emperor, the 
** firft cohort of the Thracians laid here in garrifon ; for 
** whofe ufehe rebuilt and reftored the bath or hot- 
** houfe, as appears by the following infcription, which 
•* was removed from hence to Cunnington, the houfe of 
" Sir Robert Cotton. 

DAE : FORTUNE 

VIRIUS LUPUS 

LEG. AUG. PR. PR. 

BALINEUM VI 

IGNIS EXUST — 

,UM COH. I. THRAC— 

UM REST 

ITUIT. CURANTE 

VAL. FRON 

j TONE PRAEF — — 
[ EQ^'ALAE VETTO. 
** Here I muft correft their error, who by falfely copy- 
** ing this infcription read Balingium for Balineum, and 
** thence form an opinion that the name of the place was 
<< BaliDgium ; but upoa a dofe attention to the engra-^ 

" ving 
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not now to be difcovered, neither are there 
any other antiquities there which can af- 
ford any light to the hiftory of the place *. 

From 



•* ving it is evidently Balineum, which word the learned 
** know was ufed for Balneum, •In the declining Hate 
** of the Roman empire a band of the exploratores, with 
** their captain, kept their ftation here, under the com- 
** mand of the General of Britain ; as appears out of the 
•«* Notice of Provinces, where it is called Lavatres. But 
" as fuch baths as thefe were alfo called in latin Lavacra, 
" fome critic^will pronounce that this place was named 
** Lavacra : but I would rather prefume it took its name 
«* from a little river running near to it, which I have 
"heard is caHed Lavar.— As for the later name of 
•Bowes, confideridg the old town had been burnt to 
«« the ground fas all the inhabitants report) I fhould 
" think it arofe upon that occafion, ' for that which is 
«« burnt inr the old Britifh language is called bocth." 

* We have the authority of an antient M S. belonging 
to the diflblved monaftry of St Mary's in York, for the 
name arifiog from the following occafion :— *^ Allanus 
" nigcr Comes Rlchmondie, unus fundatorum ^hujus 

"•mo'» . 
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From Bowes proceeding towards Weft- 
moreland, we were refpited from the fad 
fcene of barrennefs to which we wer« 
obliged to pafs, by fome infant inclo- 
iures, and attempts towards cultivation ; 
— the climate, the dreary vicinage of 
> B moun- 



/' moDafterii* Ifle Allaaus niger, Irater Diicis Britanie, 
•* intravit Angliam in Exercitu Wiliimi Conqueftoris ; 
«* cui diftus Waiimus contulit, pro fervicio fuo, Domi- 
** num & Comitatum Richmond : et poflea idem Allanus 
** primas Com : Richmoodie, in defenfionem teiientiam 
«« fuorum Comitatus prcdift, contra expugnationcs homi- 
•* num de Weftmoreland ct Cumberland rebellantium, 
«* contra diftum Conqueftorum, ac cum Cxofpatrico Duce 
'^ Northumbrie adhercntium Regi Scotarum, edificavic 
" fibi Turrim do Arcubus, in quo conftituit Guillamum 
" confanguineum fuum praefcftum fuper 500 Sagitiarios, 
** et dedit ei fcutum proprium cum armis Britanie, et 
•* tres arcus defuper, et unum bundellum. Sagittarum 
** pro capital! infigne fuo, ipfe Guillarmus exiode nun« 
*' cupatus fuit Guillarmus de Arcubus»^*' 
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mountains, and the inclement Ikies, feem 
to deny induftry her natural rewards. 

At length Spittle prefents its folitary 
edifice to the view, behind which Stain- 
more arifes ; whofe heights receive the 
burthen of both eaftern and weflem 
ftorms.— ^As we advanced, a dreary pro- 
ipedl was extended to the eye ; the hills 
are cloathed in heath, and all around is 
a fcene of barrennefs and deformity; — 
the lower grounds are rent with torrents, 
which defcend impetuoufly from the fteeps . 
in winter ; and chafms, which are har- 
rowed on the fides of the hills, yawn with 
ragged rocks, or* black and rotten earth- 
— Here and there fome fcattered plots of 
grafs variegate the profpedl, where a few 
fheep find pafturage, and now and then 
a little rill is feen in the deep dell, which, 
as it flows with difconfolate meandrings, 
is tinged with the fable foil through 

which 
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which it pafTes. — No habitation for man- 
kind appears on either fide, but all is wil- 
demefs and horrid wafte, over which the 
wearied eye travels with anxiety *. 

At the door of the turnpike houfe on 
Stainmore (lands a cylindrical ftone, which 
feems to have been a Roman guide poft ; 
but the infcription is fo obliterated that 
it cannot now be made out. When we 
approached Roy Crofs, mentioned by 
Camden f, which is now the boundary 
B a ftone 



♦ Camden fays, '^ Here begms to rife that high, hilly, 
f * aud folitary country, expofed to wind and rain, which 
** becaufe it is ftoney, is called in our native language 
♦' Stanemore ; all around is nothing but a wild defcrt, 
** unlefs it is an humble hoftelrie, rather than an inn, 
?« io the midft of it, called Spittle on Stanemore, to en- 
'* tertain travellers, 

t Near to it is a fragment of a crofs, which we call 

Rcrc CrQfs, the Scots Roy Crofs, or King's Crofs; 

" which 
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(lone dividing Yorkftiire from Weftpiorc- 
land, we perceived it flood within the 
remains of a large entrenchment, de- 
fended by banks of earth ten paces wide, 
through which theprefent turnpike road 
now pafles. Its form is an oblong fijuare^ 
extending from north to fouth, with twp 
openings on every fide of the fquare, im-r 
jnediately oppofite to each other, defended 
by a mqund of earth, placed right in the 
front of each pafs, now rifing from the 
plane about five perpendicular feet, which, 
is near the height of the entrenchment 
in its highefl part* 

— The 



which crofs Heftor Boetius, the Scottifti writer, reoH-deth 
to have been eraAed as a meerflone to bound England 
and Scotland, at the time that William the Conqueror 
granted Cun^berland unto the Scots, on condition that 
they (hould hold -it of liim as his tenants, and not at- 
tempt any thing >yhich ihpuld be prejudicial to the Crqwa 
of England. 
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— The eaftern fide is two hundred 
and feventy paces in length, the opepings 
on the fides are ten paces wide, the moles 
which defend the fame are thirty-fix paces 
in circumference, and ftand ten paces 
from the outward edge of the entrench- 
ment. The afcent of the adjqining ground 
on this fide is gr^du^l for ne^ir half 9. 
mile. 

•^^The northern end is two hundred 
and forty-nine paces in length, with two 
openings therein defended by moles of 
earth, fimilar to thofe on the eaftern quar- 
ter J and as the ground here is flat for a 
confidprable diftance, fo this part of the 
entrenchment was by nature rendered in- 
acceffible from the north by ^^ deep mo- 
rafi. 

•--The 
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— ^The weftem fide is fimilar to thofe 
before defcribed, being two hundred and 
leventy-eiglit paces in length, Handing on 
a fwift defcent^ which falls without in- 
termiilion for half a mile or upwards* 

— The fbuthem end is in length one 
hundred and eighty-one paces, has its 
openings and moles as before defcribed, 
but ftands on the brink of a precipice of 

conjfiderable height. On the higheft 

ground within the entrenchment is a large 
mound of earth, of a fquare figure, arifing 
from the plane near three perpendicular 
feet, and in circumference fifty-three 
paces. 

We have no account of this entrench- 
ment in hiftory, and are left to conjedlure 
to what people it might belong. — ^As it 
lies on the Roman road, it ftrikes one 
with an apprehenfion that it was cxf 

Roman 
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Roman original j but the fingularity of 
the paffes and mounds which guard 
them, do not correfpond with their ufiial 
mode of fortifying a camp ; though the 
interior mound may be well efteemed tiw; 
prsetorium. From the conflidls betwectt 
the northern Englifli and the Normans 
after the conqueft, and preceding Wil- 
liam's ceding Cumberland to the Scots, 
this place may be conceived to have bctaa , 
a camp of one of thofe powers* 

As we travelled from hence for ieve- 
ral miles, all around was one continuied 
fcene of melancholy j — the hills encrea- 
fing in height, the valleys deepning-,^ 
and growing more defolate j-^the wind 
founded amongft the rocks, whilfl: a hea- 
vy vapour in fbme parts clouded their 
fummits ; in others driving rain was fcen 
dreaming along the dells, and fhrowding 
their gloomy recefles : — The wearied 

mind 
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mind of the Traveller endeavours to evade 
thefe objeds, and pleafe itfelf witk the 
fancied images of verdant plains, of 
ftreams and happy groves, to which we 
were approaching. — Whilft we were thus 
engaged, unexpededly the fcene opened^ 
and from fuch a horrid wild, gave us a 
profped as delightful as the other was 
difgufling. 

Over a i*ugged and focky foreground, 
we looked upon Stainmore-dale in 
front; her verdant meadows cheared the 
eye, her fweet fequeftered cottages, her 
grafly plains^ . and little fhades of fyca- 
mores, feemed enchanting^ as their beau- 
ties were enhanced by the deformity from 
which they had efcaped. On tiie right 
hand a mountain arifes, emerfing its grey 
head and naked brow in clouds; the 
fides are barren rocks, in whofe chinks 
here and there a few flirubs are feen 

clinging 
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clinging, and caft a teint of green to va- 
riegate the ftorm-bleached precipice. — • 
On a wild and forlorn fituation, in aii 
opening on the fide of a mountain, Mkl l- 
BECK Hai-l is difcovered, covered with . 
trees ; the place feems calculated for dif- 
Gontcnt, and hidden from all that is 
chearful in the world, is befitted to a mind 
of difappointment and defpair ; all its 
prolpecl is barrennefs, the voice of water 
falls, of breezes mourning in the branches 
of the copfe, or hifling on the fifTures o£ 
the rock, its mufic ; day-excluding flia- 
dows make it gloomy, and over-hanging 
vapours damp and dreary. 

— ^Yet Hellbeck has its beauties;-^ it 
contrafts with the vale beneath, where 
the far out-ftretching plain reaches to the 
very bounds of Cumberland j whofe lofty 
mountains were feen from our then fta- 
tion, tinged with blue vapours, and 
C mining 
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mixing their fummits with the fky.-— In 
the fore ground lays Brough, whofe an- 
tient caftle, formerly the feat of Pern- 
brokes^ affords a noble objedl; around 
which rich meadows dreft iii the brighteft 
green and frefh verdure after mowing, 
plots of ripening com, fparkling fheets of 
water feen through the trees which deck 
their- margins, the windings of each 
brook, little groves of afli and fycamore, 
fantaftically » difperfcd and intermixed 
with villages and cots, form the beauties 
of the vale; on this hand extending to- 
wards Kirby Steven, on that to Dufton, 
and in front as far as Penrith Beacon. 

As we begun to defccnd the hill to- 
wards Brough, and leave Stainmore's de- 
fect, we pafTed near an antient Roman 
fortification called Maiden Castle.-— 
The Roman road has led immediately 
through it } it forms a fquarC; and has 

been 
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been built of ftone;— each fide of this 
fquare is forty paces in length, and is 
defended by out- works ; the neareft being 
a finall ditch with a breaft-work of large 
Hones iet ere<3:, and the outward one a 
ditch and mound of earth.— This place 
has been of great ftrength in former 
times from its natural fituation, com- 
manding the pafs from Brough ; — ^the a£^ 
cent on the fide oppofite to Brough is 
very fteep for upwards of a mile, to the 
fouth it is inacceffible by reafon of the 
precipice on whofe brink it (lands, and 
towards the north the ground i$ every 
where rugged and mountainous *. 

Ca .The 



* Camden writes^ that a little lower upon the Romans 
high ftreet, theie flood a little fort of the Romans, 
built four fquare^ which at this day they call Maiden 
Caftle; from whence, as the borderers reported, the 
way went with many windings in and out as far as Caer 
Vorrau in Northumberland. 
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The night was fpent at Brough, — ^Fa* 
tigue gives a relifK beyond what the fbns 
of eafe can poflibly experience in the 
midft of their luxury. Beds of down are 
only confcious of anxiety and wearinels 
to refllefs ambition and greatnefs. The 
peafant, breathing health from his la- 
bours, fleeps emparadifed on his bed of 
contentment and chaff* 

B ROUGH is now divided into two fmall 
mean towns, the one called Church 
Brough, the other Market Brough, fepa- 
rated by a little brook which falls into 
the River Eden. — ^Hufbandry is very little 
advanced here ; the management of grafs 
land is the farmer's whole excellence, th^ 
meadows being kept in good order, and 
very wealthy. — -The . inhabitants are ig- 
norant of men and nj^nuers, but fubtle 
^nd crafty. 

On 
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On parties of pleafure time flioald ne- 
ver be limited ; — to ride poft through a 
country Is toQ much the cuftom of tra-* 
vellers, by which they can reap no mora 
than a general idea of it. — The fpecula* 
lative traveller is never confined to roads^ 
times, or feafons; but as the circum- 
llances exciting his curiofity lay either to 
the right or left, he. purfiies the objeds of 
his attention, without regard to hours or 
jrules. 

The pleafantnefs of the morning called 
us very early from Brough;- — the dawn 
advanced with a deep calm, — ^the clouds 
broke from the hills, and drew their grey 
veil from the face of morning, revealing 
her in bluflies, — all the valley lay wrapp^ 
in ftillnefe ;-^care and induflxy had not 
departed from their night's recefles,— the 
car was hufhed, and all around feemed tq 

be 
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be the region of tranquility; — ere it was 
long various founds grew on the fenfe, 
and the living landfcape gave us new 
pleaforeSy where the bufy cottagers were 
all abroad in the feveral occupadons of 
the field. ' 

As we purfued our journey, at an open- 
ing of the road to -the left we viewed the 
ruins of B rough Castle. In former 
times this was a formidable fortrds, and 
faid to be of Roman conftrudion. The 
building to the eaftem fide is femicircu- 
lar, and feems to be of modem architec- 
ture; but to the weft there remains a 
noble tower, apparently of great antiqui- 
ty, and built in the form and ftile of 
other Roman edifices in the north of Eng- 
land. The whole caftle ftands on a very 
confiderable eminence, arifing fwiftly ftom 
die plain ; and by its outworks fbews it 
to have been a place of great ftrengtb. 

In 
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In the beginning of the laft century it 
was repaired by the Countefs of Pcm- 
broke, who made it her refidence* This 
appeared by an * infcription that lately 
ftood over the fbuth entrance, which alfb 
defcribed that ithad fufiered by fire^ and 
laid in ruins above a ca[xtury preceding* 

The. 



* This infcription was in all rdpefts fimilar to one put 
up on a l&e occafion by the Countefs of Pembroke, 
on Skipton CaiUe, vhich rnns as folloWs t <' This Skip-^ 
" ton Caftle was repaired by the Lady Anne CliiFord, 
** Countefs Dowager of Penbroke, Dorfe, & Montgome- 
«• ry, Boronefs Clifford, Wiftmoreland, and Vefey ; Lady 
<'.of the Honor pf Skipton in Craven, & High SherifFefs 
«' by inheritance of the county of Weftmoreland, in the 
** years 1657 & 1658, after the main part of it had lain 
*' ruinous ever fince December 1648, and the January 
<< following, when it was then puU'd down and demo- 
'* H(hed almoft to the ground, by the command of tb^ 
*• Parliament then fitting at Weftminfter, becaufe it jiad 
** been a garrifon in the then civil wars m England. — 
^* liiuab, cha, 58. vcr, tz, — God's name be praifed/' 
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The ftone which contained this infcrip-- 
tioa fome few years ago fell. down and 
was deftrpyed* 

As the Sun advanced he gave various 
beauties to the fcene ; — the beams ftream- 
ing through the divifions in the moiin^ 
tains, fhewed us their due perfpiedlivc, 
and ftriped the plain with gold; — the 
light falling behind the caftle, prefented 
all its parts perfedlly to us, — through the 
broken windows diflant objeds were dis- 
covered, — ^the front ground laid in fha-^ 
dows *. On the left the profpedl was fhut 

ia 



# Camden defcribing this country fays, " HereEdea 
*' doth as it were make flay with his ffaream, to. giv« 
*' meeting unto other petty rivers; upon one of \yhich, 
•* fcarce t>yo miles from Eden itfelf, flood Vertefae, a 
/' town of antient memoric, mentioned by Antonine the 
"Emperor, and the bopk of Notices, in which it is 
f < l^d that iQ the dedioiog age of the Romaa Empire 
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ill by a range of craggy mountains, on 
virhok fteeps flurubs and trees were fcat- 
tered ; — to the right a fertile plain was ex- 
tended, furmounted by diftant hills ; over 
their fummits the retiring vapours, as 
they fled the valley, dragged their watery 
fkirts, and gave a. folemu gloom to that 
D part 



*« a Raman captehi with a band of the Diredores were 
.** ilationed there; but now the town is decayed, and 
•* become a fmall poor village, defended by a little for- 
** trefe, and the name turned into Burgh, for it is com- 
^ mody called Burgh under Stanmore : For in the late 
** Emperor's time little qaftles fuited to warfare, and 
«* furniOxed with ftores of corn, began to- be called 
** Burgs. I have read nothing fingular of that Burg, but ' 
«* that in the beginning of the Norman goyernment, the 
** iKM-tb^rn Englilh confpired here againll William the 
«* Conqueror; that tliis Burg was Verterae, I daie 
** venture to affirm, becaufe its diftance from Lavatrae 
** on the one fide, and from Brovonacum on the other, 
<f being reduced into Italian miles, e:ia6tly agrees with 
**.Antonifle[s immbers ; and further by reafon of the Ro- 
*f man high-ftreet, as yet apprent by its ridges, lead 
** this way to Brovonacum by Aballaba," 
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part of the fcene. Behind the building, 
the lofty promontary of Wilbore Fell 
lifted its brow, tinged with an azure hue, 
and terminated the view. 

Half mankind know nothing of the 
beauties of nature, and wafte in indolence 
and fleep the glorious fcene which ad- 
vancing morning prefents ;— as we paft 
on, the varied profpedt ke^t attention 
exertqd. 

At the diftance of a mile from Brough 
the village 6f Warkup^ to the left, af- 
fords an agreeable view. — ^Warkup Hall, 
Ihrowded with a rich wood of fycaraores, 
qvertops the village ; the verdure of the 
meadows, with fome extenfivc fields of 
yellow corn, contrafted by the hills of 
pafture grounds which lay on the fbuthern 
fide, brown witjfepthe fummer heat, and 
tufted with br^-^wood, gave a pleafing 
vri^r^v ^ va- 
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Tariety ; whiHl, the moniing J^eata^ break- 
ing aflaut upou the valley, arjd gliftening 
on the brook, with the blue teints of 
ihioke that arqfe from the hamlets, 
painted the rural fcene. — rWe were fyr- 
Tiiflied with ideas which ilill rendered the 
profpcdt more pleafing, as they reminded 
us of tjie focial fpirit of the owner of 
Warkup; in whofe life ho4>itality an4 
benevolenc? are truly chsurad^rifed. 

The valley now growing more cxten-r 
&s^^ encreafed its varieties^ . and pleafed 
us with a new fcene of^ advancing culti- 
vadon and hufbandry. The large trads 
of ground which we paft along, were 
lately common, but are novf dividing 
a,nd forming into inclofures. 

* 

At the fixth mile^ftone, we flopped to 

^mire the Angularity of the view to the 

Tight,, where a rapge of mountains, arifing 

T) % from 
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froto the cxtenfire plain over which 'Vft 
were travelling, ftretched to the weftwardi 
and afforded a romantic and noble fcene } 
the beared hills, with rocky brows and 
barren cliffs, raifed their grey fronts a^ 
bove the bru(h*wood which girted them 
in the midft; whilft their feet in hafty 
ilopes, defcended into the vale in pailu* 
rage ; fiirther retiring from the eye the 
mountain called Crofs fell, with a front 
of naked ftbnes, overtops all the adjoining 
hills ; being faid to exceed the ttiotefttain 
t>f Skiddow^ one hundred- aiid ten perpen-^ 
dkular feet in height.-^Fiifthcr extending 
weftward thfe chain of mountains lay in 
perfpedive, till they diediway upon; th6 
fight, and in azure hue- fcemed to mix 
with the Iky; whilft a,t the foot bf this 
yaft range of hills, three finalkr mounts 
pf an exaft conic form running parallel, 
beautified the fcetie, being covered wiA 
vprdure to their crowns. The neareft, 
- called 
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caHed Ouftoii Pike,^ was fhatlowed by i 
pailing cloud, favfe only the lummil of 
its cone, which was touched by a bearn^ 
tiiat pointed it widi gold;^ — the fecond 
pike was all enlightened, and gave its 
verdure to the prolpecft, as if mantled 
with vdvet ; — the third laid ihado^ired, 
whiift all the range of hills behind weit 
ftruck with the iunfliine, ihfewing theit 
clifis, their caverns, and their dells, iix 
ftrange and grotelxjue variety, and giving 
;the three pikes a pidurefquc projedibii 
on the landfcape:— «-as if nature delighted 
to charm the eye of man, flie at this time 
caft an accideiltal beauty over the fcene. 
The fmall xrlouds which chequered the 
iky, as they pafled along, fi>read theit 
fitting Ihadows on the diftant mountains, 
and feemed to marble them; k beauty 
which I do not recollect: has ftruck any 
painter,, and which has not been de* 
fcribed even by the bold hand of the- im- 
mortal 
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mortal Poufin. The moft exqtuiite fancy 
of a painter could not have devized a 
more pleaiing variety of light and ;ftiay 
dow/ than what was gaft upon tbi^ pjrof 

ApPLEBY, to which we now approacV 
cd, though, placed pn a very elevated ijitus^^ 
tion, was concealed from our view till 
we arrived within half a nule j when fronji 
the hill which we had afcended, it gave 
v,^ an agreeable furprize. On the briai^ 
of a lofty eminence,. ..fronting toward^ 
,the eafC . at whofe foot runs the river 
Eden, the Caflle prefented itfelf. The ftqep 
on whofe brow thig noble, edifice is erecSi*- 
ed. is richly cloathed with.wood^ favc 
Qjjjy .where a rugged cliff of a red huiq, 
breaks through the trees^ apd gives; an 
j.gf eeablfi variety to the Jandfcape 5 — tkp 
front;- of the caftle which prefented itfelf i^ 
irregular and anticjue, but lofes grpj^ 

flbare 
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fliare of its beauty by the joints of the 
building being whitened and bedaubed 
with lime. Over this front the top of a 
fine fquare tower is difcovered, whofe cor- 
ners arife in turrets. The landfcape to 
the left is richly wooded; — ^to the right 
it is divided by hanging gardens which 
adjoin to the town, overtopped with the 
dwellings. The pavillions belonging to 
the houfe of John Robinfon, Efq; with 
the parterres, and floping plots of grafs 
ground, modernize a fcene, which ^con- 
demns all fadlitioufnefs of tafte ; and by 
the fimplicity and elegance, nature pre- 
fents to us on the adjoining lands, re- 
proves the diftortions which Ihe receives 
from dull right lines and angles ; — but 
whilft I cenfure fafhion, I revere the 
owner of the manfion, whofe excellencies 
are too eminent to want the traveller's 
applaufe. 



As 



• 

^ we approached the bridge, and cail 
our eyes up the valley, we were delighted 
with the happy aflemblage of woods apd 
meadows which form the little vale where 
the Eden flows. Through the thronging 
branches the water was &ea in* many 
places refledling a tremulous beam, and 
iparkling in the fun s rays ; — over the val- 
ley red clifis and rocks, on this hand ap- 
pear projedling through the trees, on that 
is feen the Ipfty front of the cattle. 

The profpe6l from the terrace which 
is under the eaftern front of the cattle, is 
very beautiful; — to the right the rivet: 

• Eden forms a winding lake, for the dif- 
tance^of half a mile, whofe banks are 
cloathed with lofty hanging woods, de- 
fbending in a fwift but regular fweep to 
the brink of the ttream. Below us the 

, water murmured over a wear, where a 

mill 
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mill added to the pleafing founds. On 
the left red cliflfs and precipices arife per- 
pendicular from the water, over whofe 
brows oaks and afhes hanging, render 
their afpe<Sl more romantic by the folemn 
ihade. — On the ground above, the public 
road leading to Appleby winds up the 
hill, on whofe fides fome cottages are 
fcattered; whilft all behind mountains 
form the diftant ground, {hadowed with 
clouds*. ' 

E Whilft 

* Camden writes that Abailaba, of which meotion is 
made ia the book of Notices, hath hitherto kept the 
antient name {6 well, that it proveth itfclf beyond a 
doubt; for we call it ihort Appleby, ioAead of Abal- • 
laba. It is memorable for its antiquity and iituatioa. 
In the Roman's time the Aurelian Maures keptjgi itation 
there. Its (cite is pleafant, «s it (lands almod encom* 
palled' by the river Eden ; but it is fo flenderly inhabited, 
and the btiildings are fb fimple, that wefe it not for its 
antiquity» from whence it ddenrcd to be Accounted tl>e 

chief 
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Whilft we flayed here enjoying this 
fweet fcene, I could not forbear pointing 
out to my companion a little tenement 
which flood oppofite to us, near to the 
brink of the river j where the faireft maid 
refides that graces Eden's banks ; — ^ftately 
and tall, flie feeilis tjie lilly of Eden's gar- 
den, whilft fhe is fair and meek as lillies 
too ; in her countenance beauty is graced 
with intelligence, and in her behaviour 
innocence is mixed with politenefs. 

The garden grounds around Appleby 
caftlc arc without ornament, and are cal- 
culated for ufe only. On the weftern fide, 

de- 



chief town of the fliirc, and to have.feffions and affizc 
kept in the caftle, which is the common goal for inale- 
faftoFS, it would be little better than a village. All 'M 
beauty lies in one broad ftreet, which from north to 
fouth rifeth with an cafy afcent of the hill. 
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detached from the reft of the edifice, is 
a very lofty fquare tower, which the peo- 
ple call Caefar s tower, and which from 
its form appears to be Roman ; — the cor- 
ners form a projection of near a foot fcom 
the plane pf each front, and rife above 
the reft of the building in fquare turrets, 
now covered with lead, the remaining 
part of the top being embrafured ; — there 
are two finall windows ,6n each front near 
the middle of the building, parallel to 
each other. This tower is defended by 
an outward wall, forming a kind of cref- 
cent, at the diftance of about twelve paces, 
now remaining near twenty feet in height, 
ftrongly fuftained on the outfide by bu- 
trafles, eredled on an- eminence thirty 
paces in afcent, and defended by a deep 
ditch without. — The quarter fronting to 
the caftle lies open to the area, which is 
inclofed by a wall continuing from the 
points of the crefcent. 

The 
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The great hall is worthy the obferva- 
tion of travellers, there being enclofed in 
a cafe in the wainfcot a fine piece of por- 
trait painting, of the Pembroke family, 
ornamented with their pedigree, and hif- 
torical notes of their lives and atchieve- 
ments. — ^A ftranger is from thence con- 
duiSted through an adjoining room, where 
the ragged remains of embroidered fur- 
hiture give you a moft deplorable idea of 
decaying magnificence, and the vanity of 
pride ; when the doors of a clofet being 
fuddenly thrown open you are ftartled 
from your reverie by the fliaking of ar- 
mour,' and the fight of a compleat fuit, 
trembling in every joint: — this armour is 
preferred with great attention, as having 
been worn by the laft Earl of Weftmore- 
iand, who has been a man of very finall 
llature ; — -the arms are richly embofled 
^tid inlaid with gold. 

In 
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. In its Ichnography this caftle is. not 
much unlike to the ruins of Brough ; the 
towers being dtetached from the main edi- 
fice, and placed to the weft. 

Appleby Castle is one of the feats 
of the Earl of Thanet, but of late years 
has been much negledcd by the family. 
-r-Lord iFhanet is hereditary SheriflFof the 
county of Weftmoreland, jmd is entitled 
to many noble privileges there ; fome of 
which, in this age of liberty and cultiva- 
tion, are rather oppreflive } his free chace 
in particular. 

The great poileffions of the Countels of 
Pembroke, in this country, came into 
the Thanet family in the following mari- 
ner :— John Earl of Thanet fucceeded his 
mother, Margaret Countefs of Thanet, as 
]8aron of Clifford, Weftmoreland, and 

Vefey, 



41 
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Vefey, in the year 1676 ; and in the year 
1678 he alfo fucceeded his coufin the La- 
dy Aliathea, ible daughter and heir of 
James Earl of Northampton, by his firfl 
wife the Lady Ifabella, his mother's fifter.^ 
Whereby he became poffefl of the whole 
inheritance of his grandmother the Coun* 
tefs of Pembroke *. 

The town of Appleby chiefly confifts of 
one wide continued ftreet, hanging upon 
the iwift decline of a hill, in a direction 
north and fouth j the cattle terminating 
it on the fummit, the church at the foot. 
— ^The fituation is delightful in the fum- 
mer ieafon, but in the winter very cold ; 
the natural difadvantages of its fcite be- 
ing encreafed by the great fcarcity of coal j 
to fupply which want, wood and peats 
are chiefly ufed as fuel.—- The meadows 

and 



• Ceiling's Peerage. 



the Lakes. 39 

and pafture grounds are beautiful, but 
there is little tillage, it having been a re- 
ceived opinion for ages -paft, that grain 
would not ripen or conie to perfedion fb 
near the moors and mountains, from 
whence a continued moift vapour is borne 
into the valley, which blights the corn 
in its bloflbm, or prevents it filling or 
maturing. But this abfiirdity is declin- 
ing through experience; which hath 
taught the inhabitants, that the want of 
knowledge in agriculture was all the de- 
fea- 

This is a very antient Borough, and by 
prefcription fends two members to par- 
liament.— It is the county town, but is 
not bleft with a fituation for trade ; — the 
markets are not populous, the country 
adjoining, by reafon of its extenfiye 
waftes and uncultivated lands, being' 
thinly inhabited,— This is a corporation 

town* 
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town, and is governed bv a inayor, at- 
dermen, and common council. — ^The late 
confli<Sls in political matters have enriched 
the inhabitants, the contefted eledioa 
for this Borough having bellowed upoa 
the burgage owners many thoufands of 
pounds. 

The place where the judges of AfCze 
fit in judgment on criminals is very an- 
tique ' and remarkable ; -— by the arms 
placed on one of the corner pillars^ it ap- 
pears to have been eredled by the Pem- 
broke family ; — ^it is fituate in the market- 
place fronting to the north, is opened on 
the fides by a rude baluftride, and in the 
front is fupported by pillars: fb that it 
may be truly faid, the Judge fits dilpen- 
fing juftice in the forum. 

The buildings in this place are chiefly 
antient j fome few modern houfes of red 

free 
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firee ftone, which have a remarkable fine 
efFedl, are interfperfed. Near the fummit 
of the hill Hands an obeliik, a pillar of 
the lonick order, arifing on fome few 
fteps ; on the bafe of which is cut this 
remarkable infcription,^ — " Prelerve your 
** liberties, maintain your rights.'* It 
feems to be placed there as a public fa- 
tire on the condudl of the burgage 
owners, and to fay, hither and no fur- 
ther the conflagration of public virtue 
advanced: — As it had its origin in the 
contefted eledlions, it excites a finile of 
derifion on the countenance of the travel- 
ler, to whofe mind it renews the odious 
ideas of the corruptions of this age.-^ — In 
the midft of the town^ to the difgrace of 
the corporation, ftands a filthy flaughter- 
houfe and fhambles. 

There is a fchool. $.mply endowed be- 
F longing 
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longing to this place *. Before the door 
of the fchool-houfe fome Roman altars 
are placed ; amongft thefe antiquitieis one 
Reginald Bainbrig has given a memorial 
of his folly to piofterity, by fome infcrip- 
tions in antique chara<Slers, to celebrate 
his own memory ; in which, at leaft, his 
Latin inelegance " qui docuit hie," might 
have been fpared, ' 

• The 



*In the upper part of this place (fays Camden) ftandeth 
the caftle aloft, almoft wholly environed by the Eden, 
At the foot of the town ftands the church, near to which 
is a fchool, founded by Robert Langton and Miles Spen- 
cer, Doftors of Laws; Reginald Bainbrig is the prefent 
maftcr, a learned man, who governs the fame with great 
applaufe.— It was not for nothing that William of New- 
borough called this town and burgh princely, holds ; 
where he writes, that William King of Scots furprized 
them a little before th^ time he was himfelf taken prifo- 
ner at Alnwick; which King John afterwards having re- 
covered, gave to Robert Vipoint, in confideration of 
his fingular fervices to him and the flate. 
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The road which we purfued from Ap- 
pleby, for feveral miles, gave us great 
pleafiire. The valleys through which the 
river Eden runs are fingularly beautiful; 
their woody banks^ and level meads, af« 
forded a variety of landfcapes, particularly 
below Crackenthorp^ 

We pafled by Kirby Thore, where no 
remains of ancient Roman grandeur, fpo- 
ken of by Camden, are now to be found. 
—Acorn Bank, the feat of William Nor- 
ton, Efq; and Temple Sowerby, laid alfo 
in our way ; of which we were told no- 
thing memorable, but that there remained 
to this day a pecuniary muldl, paid to 
the Lord of the Manor, in lieu ef his cu£^ 
tom with each bride within his jurifdic- 
tion. — ^It is an extra-parochial place, and 
from its ancient owners, the Knights 
F2 Tem- 
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, Templars, enjoyc4 many privileges,*wliich 
are now obfolete* 

We pafled Whinfield Park, an 
extenfive foreft, the property of the Earl 
of Thanet ; where we had the pleafure of 
viewing a large tradl of ground, lately 
enclofed from the park, growing corn. 
Nothing can give greater fatisfadlion to 
the eye of the traveller, than to behold 
cultivation and induftry ftretching their 
paces over the heath and wafte, the foreft 
and the; chace ; — ^population muft follow, 
and riches enfue. — In Whinfield the re- 
mains of an ancient oak of prodigious 
fize, is fhewn to ftrangers, called Three 
Brother tree, a name arifing from the 
concealment of three brethren within its 
cavity •r-T-On: the way fide, a fliattered 
trunk of an oak, called White Hart tree, 
is feen, a cotemporary perhaps of th? 
other, though inferior in fize j — the mo- 

nument 
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numeht of elapled centuries, and the. ef- 
figy of old age ; (Iretching forth its wi- 
thered limbs on one fide, and on the o- 
ther a fcanty foliage, and poor remnant 
of life. This tree is nine yards and two 
feet in circumference, 

A Stone Pillar^ eredled by the fide 
of the road, next attracted our attention ; 
near to which was placed a (lone table. 
The ftalk of the pillar is jfexagon, the 
top of it fquare ; on the fides of this fquare 
are reprefented^ in feveral quarterings, the 
arms of the Pembrokes, a fouth.dial, and 
the following infcription : 

" This Pillar was eredled Anno Domini 
•* 1656, by the Right Honble Ann, Coun- 
tefs Dowager of Pembroke, &c. Daugh- 
ter and fole Heirefs of the Right Honblq 
*^ George Earl of Cumberland,- for a me- 
•* jnorial of her laft parting in this place 

^*with 
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^ with her good and pious motheri the 
** Right Honble Mary, Countefs Dowager 
^* of Cumberland, the 2d of April, 1616 ; 
V in memoty whereof flie alfo left an an- 
•• nuity of 4I. to be diftributed to the 
•' poor of the parifh of Brougham every 
** 2d day of April for ever, upon the ftone 
** table here hard by. Laus Deo/' 

We quitted the high road, in order to 
pafs by Brougham Castle, a fpacious 
ruin, fituate on the banks of the river 
Yeoman.^^— That we might enjoy the prof- 
pedl to advantage, we crofled over the 
river, apd made a fweep round the mill, 
which ftands almoft oppofite to Brougham, 
from thence the view opened upon us de- 
lightfully. 

—The mill with its flreams lay on the 
fore ground to the left ; — a, beautiful and 
l^ining canal, formed by the river Yeo- 
man 
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maO) margined with flirubs, laid fpread- 
ing to the right ;-?-in front, the flxeams 
which fell over the wear made a foaming 
caicade; immediately on the oppofite 
brink of the channel arifes Brougham 
Castle j — three fquare towers projedling, 
but yet conneded with the building, form 
the front ; — ^from thence, on either fide, 
a little wing falls back fbme paces ; to 
the north ea^ft a thick grove of planes and 
afhes blocks up the pafTage, and the gate- 
way } — ^to the fouth weft the walls ftretch 
out to a confiderable diftance, along a fine 
grafly plain of pafture ground, terminated 
by a tower, one of the out-pofts of the 
caftle ; — ^in the centre of the building a- 
rifes a lofty fquare tower, frowning in 
Gothick ftrerigth, and gloomy pomp, — 
The Ihattered turrets which had formed 
the. angles, and the hanging gallery 
which had communicated with each, 
were grown with flirubs and waving 

bram- 
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brambles. — ^The fun beams which ftruck 
each galping loup, and bending window, 
difcovered the inward devaftation and 
ruin J and touched the whole with admi- 
rable colouring and beauty ; to grace the 
landfcape, fine groups of cattle were dif- 
perfed on the pafture; and through the 
tufts of alh trees, which were irregularly 
difperfed on the back ground, ditlant 
mountains were feen flkirting the hprizon. 

The lower' apartment in the principal 
tower is ilill remaining entire; being 
covered with a vaulted roof of ftone ; 
confiding of eight arches, which as they 
Jpring from the fide walls, are fupported 
and terminate on a pillar, in the centre, 
— ^The apartment mentioned to have been 
in Bowes Caftle, was affuredly of the 
fame architedlure; as appears from the 
remains of the groins, ftill projeding from ' 

Ihe 
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the walls there, together with part of ch^ 
elevation of the centric pillar *• 

Having now entered the county of 
®f Cumberland, and pafling on behind 
Carlton, the feat pf James Wallace, 
Efq; the eye wandered with delight 
over a fine cultivated country^ from 
whence we had a diflant view of the rich 
valley, of Lowther, decked with noble and 
extenfive woods. — As we approached to 
PenKith^ the mountains and piles of 
G rocks 



* Camden lays, " the Roman way goeth ftraigh^ into 
** the weft by Whinfield, a large Park fliadcd by trees, 
** hard by Brovoniacum, ftanding twenty Italian' mile^, 
V or feventeen Englifti miles> from Vcrterae, as Anto- 
** nine notes it, who hath alfo called it Brocovum ; the 
** Book of Notices ftiles it Broconiacum, which exprefles 
*' that a company or band of Defenfores were ftationed 
** here. Time hath confumed the beauty and buildingii 
*\ of this town, yet t))e ni^me remains almoft uncorrupte^) 
^ for it is called at this day Brougham.^' 
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rocks which Hand on Hull's-water, af-* 
forded an auguft fcene ; — and at the ter- 
mination of the road, the ruins of Penrith 
Caftle prefented tKemfelves. — ^The genius, 
the virtue and induftry, of ^ the owner 
of thefe rich lands, which we were therf 
pafling, arofe to our thoughts ;--^the be- 
nevolent mind muft ever be touched with 
pleafure, when the meritorious man is re- 
warded in this world for his excellence. 

Penrith- is an agreeable town, fituate 
on the eafy decline of a hill, tip the fouth- 
ward }— it is unchartered, being governed 
by the Steward of the Honor, and a Jury^ 
— ^A confiderable manufadlory of cotton 
and linen checks is carried forward here^ 
—The houfes in general are well built^ 
and the inhabitants are facetious and po*^ 
lite. — ^The name of^ this place is derived 
from the colour of the hills near it. Pen-' 
roeth being in the ancient Britilh language 

St 
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p. Red HilL-r-Here we; met with the vit- 
moft civility, every one we addreft fhew- 
ing themfelves ready to give us all the 
information in their power, pf what was 
curious in the country* 

Our firfl: excurfion from Penrith was to 
mount the fteep hill on which the beacon 
is placed, upwards of a mile to the north-? 
ward of the town ;— the labour was great 
by which we afcended this mount, but 
the view from thence amply rewarded our 
fatigue.— The beacon hodfe is a fquare 
building of (lone, and is happily fituated 
for the purpofe of alarming the country 
in times of public danger^ as it com-* 
paands a very extenfive vale. 

—The northern window of the beacon 

houle affords a profpecSl of Crofs Fell, 

with the Pikes of Dufton, together with 

^ chain of mountains extending from eaft 

Q^ to. 
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p^ weft -near thirty miles ; which on the 
iifreftern. point fink in the fpacious plain 
where the city of CJarlifle lies. The utmofl: 
l^unds of this view' are formed by a ridge 
of Scotch mountains. — Some fAint ap- 
pearance of St Marys church, marks to 
tKe eye the fcite of Carlifle. 

— ^Ille eaftem window prefented to u« 
a view of the country we had paffed, 
fcounded by the hills of Stainmore, and 
the lofty promontary of Wilbore-fcll above 
JLirby Stephen, witE its neighbouring 
mountains. ' '^ 

--^The fbuth window returned to us the 
yiew of Brougham Caftle, with its plain* 
of pafture ground. — The fpreading woods 
of Lowtter, intermixed with rich culti- 
vated lands, form the riflng grounds.^— 
Some parts of the lake of Hull's- water are 
feen, whilft the mighty rocks and mbun- 

tamsr 
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jains which hemn in the lake, lift up 
tiieir heads in rude confufion, and crowa 
tiae jcene. 

— The weflern window affords a new, 
aiid not lefs pleafing profpedl ; — the town 
of Penrith lay before us, ind here and 
there the river Yeoman fhewed its wind- 
ings through its woods.— ^The hill which 
r£fes above the town is crowned with the 
awful remains of a royal fortrefs ; — ^time 
Has defpbited its grandeur, but its Honors 
flill furvive to its noble owner' the Dujce 
of Portland, who therewith holds the Ho- 
nor of Penrith, formerly a royal franchife. 
—Beyond thefe objedls. amongft a range 
of mountains, at the diftance of eighteen 
miles, Skiddow is feen, with his majef- 
tic front, furmounting all the high lands 
^hat terminate the view. 

•—The whole profpedt from the beacoft 

hiH 
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hill as you tijra every way, prefents you 
with a vaft theatre, upwards of one huu-? 
dred miles in circumfereijce, cirqlcd with 
^upendous mountains. 

Common jufliee requires, that in whatr 
ever flation of life merit is difcovered, it 
Ihould receive at degree of praife propor^ 
tioned to its excellence.rr-TFram this uni- 
verfal principle which benevolence de- 
lights to cherifli, I muft not pafs in filencc 
the deferts of our Penrith hoft:— The 
common condudl of publicans prepofTefles 
the mind of the traveller, when he enters 
an inn, with the unfavourable idea^ that 
your hoft is an unfeeling extortioner, jm- 
pertinent, curious, and impofing ;— who^ 
ever fhall vifit Penrith, either on bufinefe 
or plealure, will find the keeper of the 
White Swan the very reverfe; — a man 
above his rank in fentiments, above his 
fellows in propriety' of manners; his; 

houfe 
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houfe commodious and clean, Lis provi- 
fion^ excellent, and his attendance prompt 
and not impertinent; 

Our fecond excurfion from Penrith wa* 
by LowTHER to the Lake of Hull'st- 
WATER ;— vsre pafled the village of Clif-^ 
ton, memorable for the ikirmilh on dlei 
iSth day of December, 1745, betweeii 
the Duke of Cumberland's forces and the 
rebels.— On th6 approach to Clifton from 
Lowther^ the way which the Duke's forces 
advanced^ lies Clifton mo6r, a fpacious 
Common defcending with an eafy flopel 
towards the village ;— on the weftem fide' 
of this moor the road is fituate, within 
twenty yards of the inclofures, which arel 
fenced by hedges and ftone walls, from 
whence the rebels begun firing on the 
Duke's horfe/ and made fome flaughter j 
•^^to the eaft the land delcends to fome 
fwamps, with fmali inclofures, at the foot 

of 
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pf whicK is a narrow dark lane, pafl^bltf 
fpr no more than one hprfeman at a timej 
Near this place General Honey wood re* 
ceived thofe marks of favage barbarity 
whichV had nearly coft him his , life.--^A 
little detached from the village ftands 2i 
cbttage, where the re.bel Captain, Hamil-: 
ton, with foiile o;ther&, .had concealed 
themfelves.; This being 4ifc6vered, one 
of the Duke's HufTars, with great dextcr 
rity, attacked the houfe/ and ridingTourid 
xty fired feveral fhot in at the window; 
which did fonje exgdution^ and obliged 
HaEtiilton to.ftiew himfelf; when there 
began a iingle combat, betyveen two e^ 
qually expert in horfematifhip and th^ 
ufe of arms ; in which Hamilton was 
taken prifoner, after giving and receivings 
many wounds. 

— A train of melancholy fentiments 
flowed in upon the mind, on palling the 

ground 
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gTQund readered f?unaus to pofterity by 
battles and flaughter; — when rebellion 
aidids its^ horrid dig to darken the retro- 
Ipeiflion, the fenj rgcoils at the fad and 
unnatural fcene ; and tears ftart from the 
eye, to wfiep thje ^ns of fell ambition^ and 
the pride .of ra^n. 

We vifiited the prefent. works of Sir 
James Lowthier, to which he is pleafed to 
give the name of The Village ; the build- 
ings of which are of ftone, handfomely 
iaflied, . and covered with blue flate. — 
Our approach was at the eaftern tnd^ 
where the work there proceeding formed 
a crefcent, behind which the other build- 
ings are thrown in fquares. — ^I'he defign 
oa which the proprietor is building this 
beautiful place is, to entertain a number 
of linen manufadlurers, the erecflions be- 
ing calculated for that purpofe, with pro- 
per apartments 'for the diredors and go- 
H . vernors 
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vernors of fiich a work.— By the ap- 
pearance of the place, it feems as if it 
would be capable of receiving a thoufand 
artifts. — ^The utility and greatnefs of this 
projedl are too manifeft to require the 
traveller's animadverfions ; enough it is 
to fay, that fuch works, under the auf- 
pices of fuch men, give the obferver in- 
finite pleafure. The diftances between 
the rich and poor, in this luxurious and 
proud age, have been too diftindly main- 
tained. — ^The wealth and felicity of this 
nation depends upon the intimate con- 
nection between property and trade. — 
Where opulence is diflfiifed in works to 
blefs the induftrious poor, in proje<5ts to 
promote manufadlory and arts, panegy- 
ric is filenced by that inward approbation 
and efteem, which leads the mind to re- 
gard fuch virtue, in the chara<5ler of the 
rich man, with reverence. 

—We 
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^ — ^Wq pafs'd along from this agreea- 
ble fcene to a place called the College, from 
its having been formerly the refidencc 
of the preceptors of the Lowther Family : 
where our admiration was enlarged by 
the princely works there carried on, at 
the fole expence of Sir James. We obtained 
admiffion to infpecSl the carpet manufac- 
tory, which is there condudled in the 

manner of the Goblines* It is not 

poffible to convey any competent idea 
of the beauty of this work by de- 
fcription ; — the fhag thrown up on the 
face of the carpeting is about half an inch 
in thicknefs, which renders it fo du- 
rable, that a new ere<Sled manfion would 
not outftand £uch furniture. The colours 
are difpofed with the utmoft tafte and 
judgment, in reprefentation of natural 
flowers ; as delicate, eafy, and juft, . as 
the works of the pencil— We were fo for-^ 
H 2 tunate 
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tunate as to fee in the looms fomc 'jcarpets 
of peculiar beauty ;• the one was wrought 
on a copper-coloured ground, fcattered with 
fprigs of flowers ; the other was on a vio- 
let ground ; — ^the rofes and convolvulus, 
the jefmines and carnations, were exqui- 
fite ; — they looked like frefh pulled flowers 
thrown upon velvet ; their difpofition was 
in the happieft tafte, and the colours were 
given to form the mod agreeable changes 
aiid variety.— =-The mafter of this work, 
in ah open and pblite ittanner, cortdudled 
us ; not omitting oiie circumftance which 
he apprehended could add to our pleafure 
in the infpedlion. — The fpinning for this 
work is done by children from the found- 
ling Hofpital. — ^Tears of pleafure gufiied 
upon the eye, to behold thefe poor or- 
phans, who would otherwife perhaps have 
been totally loft to the world and to 
themfelves, thus, by fo excellent a chari- 
ty, faved from the hands of deftftiiflion 

and 
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and vice^ rendered ufcful members of fo* 
ciety, and happy in their induftry and 
innocence* 

—•The carpet mannfadlory is carried 
on folely for Sir James's pleafure and not 
for ialej we were informed that fome 
little time ago a piece of this work was 
prefented to her Majefty. 

Faffing from the college we defended 
the banks of the river Lowther, whofe 
woody fcenes ire every where pidurefque 
and plcafing:— 

. ** la this path 

*• How long foe'cr the wanderer roves, each ftep 
*« Shall wake freft beauties, each fiiort point present 
<« A differeht pifture; new, aad yet the fame*. 

-^The beauties of the profped at 

Alkam 
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Aikam Bridge engaged our attentioa— 
the water defcending over a rockey chan- 
nel, fell in irregular and foaming ftreims ; 
—the litde plain above was drefled in the 
brighteft green ; the lofty banks on every 
hand were cloathed with ftately oaks, 
iave only where a bold promontary, 
which overhung the road where we had 
pafled, fliewed its rocky brow from out 
the fhade which crowned its threatning 
jfront. 

A gentleman who was fo obliging as 
accompapy us in this day*s excurfion, 
conduded our rout with great judgment; 
—from Lowther, he caufed us to afcend 
the hills, which bordered upon Hulls'- 
water; fo that the Lake was totally con- 
cealed from us in our approach till we 
were juft upon it. 

— Having attained the fummit, with 

no 
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no fmall degree of patience and fatigue, 
it opened fuddenly upon our view, pre- 
lenting to us a fheet of water of the form 
of an S^ nine miles in extent, and greatly, 
above a mileinwidth}— as we lopkedupon 
it from a great eminence, we could difcem 
all its bays, its fliores and promontaries, 
and in the extenfive landfcape take in a vaft 
variety of objeds, thrown together with 
all that beauty, which wrood and water, 
lawns, rifing fweeps of corn, villas, vil- 
lages,' and cots, furmounted by immeofe 
rhountains and rude cliffs can form to the 
eye; — the country to the right foc-'many 
miles was variegated in the fineft man- 
ner by enclofurcs, woods and villas ; 
amongft which Grayftock, Dacre, and 
Delraain were feen, whilfl: to the left 
nothing but (lupendous mountains and 
rude projedling rocks prefented themfelves 
to the fight vying with each other, for 
grandeur and eminence. 

We 
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We defcended to tte village of Poo ley, 
and from thene^^ by a winding ro^d on 
die margin of the Lake, pafled on for 
near a mile, to a fmall inn where we left 
our horfes. 

We were accommodated on the water 
with one of the barges belonging to the 
Duke of Portland, which have been fenC 
there by his Grace for plea&ring; — ^ 
ftrong (buth breeze rendered the Lake £o 
rough, that the furf broke over the bow, 
whilft the fwell gave us motion ainwft 
equal to that felt at fea ; — ^my companion j 
fufFered no fmall mortification by this 
accident, at it incommoded him much 
in drawing views of this admirable fcene* 
— ^We were obliged to coaft it up the 
Lake, to keep as much under the wind as 
polTible, the labour being very great to 

make 
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txuike any way^ with four boa^roe^ at 
the oars* 



^^As vrc took the boat, there flood to 
OUT right, a: mountain almofl; perfectly 
circular, covered with verdure to the 
cirown, ariiing fWiftly from the edge of 
the water many hundred feet in height, 
and ihadowing us from the fun ;— to the 
left tht Lake fpread out its agitated 
bofbm, whitened with innumerable brea- 
keis, much above a mile in breadth; 
whofe oppo^te fhore in one part afcended 
gmdoaUy with cultivated lands from the 
village of Pooley, fkirting the hills j over 
which fame fcattered wood was happily 
dii^ofed in irregular groves and winding 
lines ; whilfl all above, the brown heath 
reached the fummits.-— This land adjoined 
to a mountain much fuperior in height 
to that ttpc«tt our right, rifing almofl per- 
pendicular from the Lake, with naked 
I clifis: 
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clifis : on its rugged fide, through the 
grey rocks, was torn a paiGTage for a ri- 
vulet, whofe waters fell precipitate with 
a mighty noifci into the deep below j — ^the 
ground more diftant, which was feen ftill 
upwards, over an expanfe of water not 
lefs than four miles, confiftcd of lofty 
rocks and bold promontaries, here and 
there ihewing naked and ftortia-bleached 
cliflfs ; and in other places fcattered over 
with the fpring of young oaks, arifing 
from the doves of trees which the ax had 
lately flain. — ^We could not forbear la- 
menting the lofs of fo great an ornament 
to this romantic fcene, ^s a foreft of 
timber trees hanging on thefe declivities 
muft have been, from this and every 
other point of view on the Lake. 

As we pafTed along, having doubled 
two fmall capes, we fell into a bay, under 
the feat of John Robinfon, Efq; of 

Water 
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Water Mellock, From the very 

zxi^gin of the Lake, in this part, the 
grais ground afcended gradually ia an 
eafy flope, where were difperfed, in an 
agreeable irregularity, pretty groves of 
^fh: there 

— — •* Many a glade 1$ f«and« 
** The haunt of vood gods only, where if art 
« E'er dar'd to tread, 'twas with unfandaPd feet, 
M Printlefsi as if the place was holy ground ^'* 

^^Abovc which the eafy inclining hills 
.Aewed us yellow fields of com, over- 
topped \>j the white front of a venerable 
snanfion, more noted for its hofpitality, 
than for the elegance of its ftrudlure. 

— The plealantnefs of this bay, the ver- 
dure of the new-mown meads, with the 
fhade of the grove, induced us to take 
Qur noon*tide repaft there. 

I 2 — Whilft 

* MafoQ*s Gardeo. 
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•^Whilft we fat to regale, th« b^i^ 
put o£f from fhore, to a ftation where die 
fineft echoes were to be obtained from the 
furrounding mountains.-r-The yeflel was 
provided with fix brafs cannon, mounted 
pn fwivels ;-r-on the difcharge of one of 
thefe pieces, the report was echoed from 
the oppofite rocks, where by reverberation 
it feemed to roll from cliflF to cliff, and 
l^turn through every cave and valley ; 
till the decreafing tumult gradu^ly died 
*way upon the ean 

-r-The inilant it had ceafed the found 
pf every diftant water-fall was heard, but 
for an inflant only ; for the momentary 
ftillneft was interrupted by returning echo 
pn the hills behind us ; where the report 
was repeated like a peal of thunder burft- 
ing over pur heads, continuing for feve- 
Fal fecQ^id^, %^g from haunt; to haunt, 

■ m 
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till once more the found gradually dedi* 
ned ; — again the voice of water-falls pot* 
feffed the interval, — till to the right ^ 
more diflant thunder arofe upon fome 
other mountain, and Teemed to take its 
yrzj up every virinding dell and creek, 
ibmetimes behind, on this fide, or on that, 
in wondrous fpeed, running its dreadful 
.courie;-~when the echo reached the 
jnountains within the line and channel 
of the breeze, it was heard at once on 
the right hand ajid left, at the extremi- 
ties of the Lake. — In this manner was 
the report of every difcharge re-echoed 
feven times diftindUy* 

—At intervals we were relieved from 
this entertainment, which confifted of a 
kind of wondrous tumult and grandeur 
of confufion, by the mufic of two French 
horns, whole harmony was repeated from 
gycrjr recefe which echo haunted on the 

bor- 
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borders of the Lake ; — ^here the breathings 
of the organ were imitated, there the baP 
iboa with clarinets; — in this plaice from 
the harfher founding clifl&, the cornet; — 
in that from the wooded creek, amongft 
the caverns and the trilling l^ater falls, 
you ieemed to hear the fofl-toned lute ac- 
companied with the languifhing ftrainp 
of enamoured nymphs ; whilft in the 
copfe and grove Was {till retained the 
mufic of the horns. — All this vaft theatre, 
feemed to be poflefled by innumerable 
aerial beings, who breathed coeleftial har* 
mony, 

— As wfi finiflied our repaft, from a 
general difcharge of' the guns we were 
roufed to new aftonifhment ; for altho' 
we had heard with great furprize the for- 
mer echoes, this exceeded them fo much 
that it feemed incredible: foy on every 

hand 
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hand the founds were reverbefated and 
returned from fide to fide, fo as to 
give us the femblance of that confufion 
and horrid uproar, which the falling of 
thefe ftupendous rocks would occafion, if 
by fome internal combuftion they were 
rent to pieces, and hurled into the Lake. 

During the time of our repaft the wind 
was huihed, and the Lake, which on our 
firft entrance was troubled and foaming, 
now became like a fliining mirror, refle<5t- 
ing reverfed mountains and rocks, groves^ 
meads, and vales ; — the water was fo 
tranfparent that we could perceive the 
fifh and pebbles at the depth of fix or 
eight fathom ; — we now doubled a woody 
promontary, and pafllng by the foot of 
Gobery Park, afcended into the narrow*" 
part of the Lake, leaving the grafly mar- 
gins and the fcattered copfe, which had 
bordered the water, as we paft by Wa- 
ter 
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ter Meilo^k; now all around us being 
one fcene of mountains, which hemmed 
u^ in, arifing with awful and precipitate! 
fronts ; — 'here the white clifis raifed theif 
pointed heads, there the ihaken and lifted 
rocks were fplit and cavated into vaft 
flielves, chafms, and dreary cells, which 
yawned upon the fliadowed Lake ; whilft 
other fteeps lefs rugged were decked with 
fhrubs, which grew on every plain and 
chink, their fummits being embrowned 
with fun-parched mofs and herbage. 

—The fcene was nobly awful as wt 
'^■'' approached to Starbury Crag j — at 

every winding of our pafTage, new hills 
and rocks were feen to overlook thofit 
which had but the minute before been 
new upon our profpedlj the clouds hung 
heavily upon the mountains, rolling in 
gloomy volumes over their heads, in 

fome 
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Ibme places dragging their ragged Ikirts 
along the fides of the fteeps, giving them 
a deep and melancholy fliade ; in others 
admitting the fun beams, which illumi- 
nate the winding dells with a greyilh 
light. 

—We faw within fome little diftance 
of the ftiore a fulphurine fpring. — We 
were forry to find this valuable gift of 
nature remained unanalized and negledled 
by the neighbouring gentlemen ; it ap- 
peared to be much of the nature of Har- 
rowgate Spaw, and is faid to have fliewn 
excellent medicinal qualities to thofe who 
have ufed it. 

—The fifhermen belonging to Mr Ro- 
binfon were fo obliging as to make us 
two dratights j but we were ndt fortunate 
enough to take any very large fi{h;— * 
we drew trout, perch, and ikelley, 
■ K (whigh 
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Twhich laft is a kind of frefh-water her- 
ring) all of which were, of excellent fla- 
vour, — They fometimes take a trout pe- 
culiar to this water, of thirty pounds 
weight and upwards, and eels of eight or 
nine pounds. 

— After a voyage of upwards nine 
miles we returned, palTing down the cen- 
tre of the Lake, We had again arrived 
oppofite to the woody promontary, which 
joins to the extreme of the cultivated 
lands of Water Mellock, when the view 
down the Lake opened upon us, 

—The meadows, the groves, the moun* 
tains, and the rocks, which environed 
the Lake, were difpofed in the moft 
pidlurefque order, bending around the 
margin of an expanfe of water of five 
miles over ; — the lands of Water Mel- 
lock now laycd at a diftance to -the left, 

fur- 
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fVirmQunted by ibme fmall conie hills, 
the heights of Gobery Parkj^ that ranged, 
w'eflward, and terminated by the grafly 
xriountain at whofe ibot we paffed upon 
our entrance.— Thefe fweetly intermingled 
groves, corn fields and meads, g^n]:ly, 
inclining to the Lake, where th^y funk 
on the graffy niargin, or ftretched into, 
eiafy pfomontaries, now lay in the hap- 
pieft arrangement ;— -to the right were, 
the focky fteeps^ down which the foam-, 
ing cataradl w^s hurried j from whence 
the upftretching inclofures, upon gradual, 
declinations, formed the more diftant 
hills ; above which,^from hanging groves 
that overlooked each other, fome blue 
rocks, crowned with brown heath, ap-. 
peared ; — at the extreme of this fine cref- 
cent ftood mount Dunmorlet, of a 
uioft beautiful conic form, covered from 
its fkirts to the crown with oaks^ aflies, 
^nd firs, foij-tunately mingled j at whofe 
K 2 foot 
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foot the fingle arch of Pooley bridge, the 
outlet of all this mighty Lake, appeared 
bending over a little valley, where fome 
few cottages were fcattered j over which, 
at the esftremity of the dale, Penrith bea-* 
con formed a pleafing obeUfque.r^The 
beauties of this fcene were encreafed by 
the reflection given in the water, where 
the deep green hue was feen to mix with 
the olive and the grey of the adjoining 
objeiSls ; whilfl the back ground feemed 
to decline in fainteft purple^ variegated 
with the deep crimfon ftreaks of an even- 
ing Iky* 

^ -p-We hung upon our oars feme time, 
reludlant to quit this profpe(El, and enjoy- 
ing the mufic of the horns ;— the exqui- 
fite foftnefs ^nd harmony which the 
echoes produced here, were not to be dc- 
fcribed j — ^the mufic feemed to iflue from 
fdme refounding temple, which ftood 

con- 
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concealed bdiiad the mbufiit^in«, where 
tiae moft folemn and delicate iymjdiony 
i»ras heard, aj^ if reverberated from the 
brazen dome, or marble colonades ; axul 
as the breeze at -intervals grew fofter, 
one might imagine the voices of a thou- 
fand choirifters had filled the lengthened 
chorus. - 

— Jt happened fortunately for us that 
the, fun fome fhort time before ftttkig, 
fhone out ferene; — ^we made a little turn 
to look back upon the dark and rocky 
fcene which we had pafTed, when the 
vapour which had for Ibme time almoft 
covered the mountains with a gloomy 
veil, appeared to roll up upon the breeze 
like a mighty curtain, and withdrew^ 
opening gradually to the eye the pompous 
theatre."— No fooncr were thefe cumbrous 
volumes lifted above the fummits of the 
weftern hills, than the horizontaf rays 

broke 
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broke in upop the mountains ; the gnih 
on thefe heights which had been parched 
and turned of a ruffet hue, received the 
light in a delicate manner, becoming a 
rich fhade to the bright gold teints with 
which the fun beams, pafHng through 
the evening vapour, ftruck the cliffs, as 
the flantway rays pierced each valley and 
interftice of the mountains ; here beam-' 
ing over a whole hill, there tinging the 
tops of rocks, and catching the edges o£ 
the precipice, with the luftre of burnifhed 
gold ; whilft the deep fhades of every 
vale, each dell, chafm, and cave, height- 
ened the colouring above.-— In the water 
we traced all this pidlurefque fcene in- 
verted, the long and deep fliadows thrown 
from the mountains over the Lake, made 
the objedls, which were thus illumined^ 
be moft beautifully reflcded on this mirn 
ror of fable. 

— Here 
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—Here the mind was tonched with 
pious and reverential thoughts, which 
alone delight in filcnce, whilft contem- 
plation dwells on the mighty author of 
luch wondrous works j to whom it is ac- 
ceptable, that the heart of man, ieeking 
him in fuch fcenes as thefe, flaould pay 
that adoration which no language can 
exprefs. 

- — ^Approaching night rouzed us from 
our rhapfodies ; the clouds above our 
heads were deeply tinged with crimfon, 
and the whole Lake as we proceeded on 
our voyage, feemed to glow with a fine 
carnation ; — as the fun ftill defcended 
the vapours which hung with a grey hue 
over the hills now affumed a flame co- 
lour, and feemed to wind up a multitude 
of glowing dreams in the moft grotefque 
figures J whilft all below was finking 

.from 
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from the eye into a folemn confufion j-— 
the' whole range of mountains aj^aring 
as if on fire, the images of Ovid imme- 
diately occurred to my memory : 

** Caucafus ardet 

«« OfTaque cum Pindo, majorq; ambobus Olimpus 
«« Acrixq; Alpes, & nubifer Apenninus." 

We regained the litde inn at the ioot 
of Durimorlet, where our horfes waited 
for us, and returned towards Penrith de- 
lighted with our voyage, in our converfa- 
tion enumerating the wonderous and 
enchanting fcenes to which we had been 
prefent; till we reached DELMA^k, the 
feat of J. Hazell, Efq; — the rich Woods 
which are fprcad around this man^on, 
together with its handfome ftone-]biiilt 
front, gave us expedlation, whilft We 
faw it in the morning at a diftance, tha^ 
it would be ftill more pleafing on a^ 
nearer view ; but we could not forbear i^ 
turning our eyes away in difappoint- ^ 

ment, \ 
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ment, when we perceived the approach 
and court kept no better than a ftable-* 
yard, 

A little ramble took place in the en- 
filing morning J — in our way we were 
Ihewn the tenement in which, by the 
great tempeft fome few years ago, Mifs 
Bolton and her female friend were over-^ 
whelmed in the ruins of their houfe ;— 
over whofe untimely monulnent even 
piety lets fall a tear, and refignation 
bows to heaven with fighs, whilft hope . 
in holy whifpers tells, that innocence 
/and virtue called from hence become an- 
gelic. 

— ^We viewed the ruins of Penrith 
Castle ; — ^it is faid to have arofe on 
the foundations of a Roman fortrefs, the 
traces of which are not now to be dif- 
covered, — ^The buildings form a fquare, 
L and 
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and are fituate on a rifing ground, fur- 
rounded wifh a ditch« — ^The fcite to- 
wards the town is much more elevated 
than on any of the other quarters } — this 
front confifts of the remains of an angu- 
lar tower to the Eaft, Vhich now (lands 
feparated from the reft by the falling of 
the walls ; the centre which projedls a 
little from the plane of the front is haft- 
ening to decay, prefenting to the eye 
broken chambers, pafTages, and ft^irs ; 
— this part of the building is ftill con- 
nedled with the weftern angular tower, 
an open hanging gallery forming the 
communication ; — ^below this gallery a 
large opening is made by the falling of 
the building, forming a rude arch ; 
through which, and the broken walls to 
the eaft, the interior parts of the ruin are 
perceived in a pidlurefque manner* -^No- 
thulg reii^ains within but part of a ftone- 
arched vault, which by its fimilitude 'to 

places 
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places of the like nature which we had 
fornjerly feen, we conceived to have been 
the prifon. 

Frotn thence we went to view a place 
by "the inhabitants called Arthur's 
RouNp Tabl£, hear to Yeoman bridge,* 
and within about half a mile from Pen- 
rith. — ^This is faid to be of great anti- 
quity, but there is no tradition when, 
by whom, or for what purpofe it was 
made *. 

L2 It 



♦ Camden, writing of Penrith, fays, *' Not far from 
'* the confluence of Eimot and Lowther, where is feen 
** that round trench of earth which the country people' 
" term Arthur's round Table, ftandeth Penrith, which 
" is, if you interpret it out of the Britifti language, the 
** Read Head, or Hill, (for the foil and ftoneS there are 
" of a reddifh colour) but commonly called Perith 5 
" a Kttle town of no great trade, fortified on the weft 
'' fide with a caftle of the Kings, which in the reign of 

"King 
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—It is cut in a little plain, near to the 
river, of an exadl circular figure, fave to 
the eaftern and weftern fides an approach 
is left on the common level of the plain ; 
—the trench which is Cafl: up, and by 
which it is formed, is near ten paces wide ; 
the foil which has been thrown up on the 
outward fide forms a kind of ^theatre i-r^ 

the 



'* King Henry the Sixth was repaired out of the ruins 
'* of a g.oman fort near to it, called Mayburgh. 'Xhe 
•* town is graced with a large church ; the market- 
«* place is fpacious, with a market-houfe of timber, t>r~ 
*' namented by bears at a ragged ftaff, which wa? the 
«' device of the Earls of Warwick. — In former timfes it 
«« belonged to the Biftiops of Durham, but, when Bifcop 
" Anthony Beck grew haughty with his itoo great 
" riches. King Edward the Fir ft (as >yefindin Durham 
«* book) took from him Penrith, with other places.— 
«« For the ufc of^his town, William Strickland, Bifhop 
_ «< of Carlifle, at his own coft, caufed an aquedaft to be 
*| made out of Peter^r ill.-r-Ncar to which was Plumpton 

«Park, 
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the approaches are ten paces wide, and 
the whole circle within the ditch is ohe 
hundred and fixty paces ip circumference. 
— ^We were induced to believe this was 
an ancient tUting ground, where in days 
of chivalry tQurnaments had been held ; 
the approaches would anfwer for the ca- 
reer^ and the circle feems fufficient for 
the champions to Ihew their dexterity iii 
jutting and horfemanihip, the whole cir- 
cus 



*'Park, a large trad of ground, which the Kiogs dl 
** England in old times ufed as a foreft for wild bcafts ; ' 
** but King Henry the Eighth difparked it, and wifely 
** iippdntcd it for the habitations bf men, as befog in 
** the inarches, near where the kingdoms of England. 
" and Scodand adjoined. Juft by this place I faw many 
<* remains of a decayed town, which from its vicinity is 
<* called Old Penrith j I for my part would judge it to 
« be Pctrcanic." 

It is faid of the ordir of Knigjits of the Round TaWe, 
that it was inftituted by King Arthur, ta the end there 
might be no queftion about precedency, and to teach 
hercMc minds not to be ambitious of place, but merit. 
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cus being capable of receiving one thou— 
fand fpedlators, without the ditch.— It 
doth not appear probable that this hath 
been an intrenchment, or fortified camp, 
it being too fmall for fuch purpofes j and 
more particularly it is overlooked by an 
adjoining rifing ground, frpm whence it 
might be annoyed by miffile weapons. — 
Some places fimilar in form have been 
cftcemed camps fortified by the Danes. 

At about half a mile diftance we. 
viewed a. place called Ma yb rough ; — 
this is a hill, which arifes gradually on 
every fide about one hundred and forty 
paces from the level of. the lands bel6w, 
forming the lower fedlion of a regular 
cone. — The afcent is on ?very fide grown 
with/ oaks and afhes, and feems to have 
been covered with wood for ages ; though 
no very ancient trees remain {landing,; 
yet the reliques left by the ax evince it. 

The 
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— The fummit of the hill is fenced round, 
five only an opening to the caft of 
twelve paces wide ;-^the fence is very 
lingular, being compofed of an immenfe 
quantity of loofe pebble ftones, which 
feem to have been gathered from the 
river by their quality, and the fimilarity 
there is between them and the gravel of 
the bed of the Yeoman. — No kind of 
mortar appears to have been ufed here, 
the ftones layed uncemented, and in a heap j 
which at the foot is near twenty paces 
wide, rifing to an edge, in height at this 
day about eight feet from the level of the 
interior plain. — ^Here and there time has 
fcattered a few trees and brufli-wood 
over the pebbles, but in other places they 
are looie and naked, both on the out- 
fide and infide of the fence. — The fpace 
within is a fine plain of meadow ground, 
exadtly circular, of 100 paces diameter; 
— inclining a little to the weftward from 

the 
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the centre a large mals of unhewn ftoiie 
is ftanding erecft, placed with the fmaller 
end in the earth, on which fome little 
afh trees have taken their growth, by 
ftriking their roots into the natural BC- 
fiires of the ftone ; — this ftone is in cir- 
cumference near its middle twenty-two 
feet and fome inches, and in height eleven 
feet and upwards ; it is a fpecies of the 
free ftone, and has been gathered from 
the iurface, and not won in any quarry 
or bed of ftone. — ^The inhabitants in the 
neighbourhood fay, that within the me- 
mory of man two other ftones of fimilar 
nature, and placed in a kind of angular 
figure with the ftone now remaining, were 
to be Teen there, but as they were hurt- 
ful to the ground, had been deftroyed 
and removed. 

—The traditional account given of this 
place is in no wife to be credited : " That 

"it 
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it was a Roman theatre, where crimi- 
" nals had beea cxpofed to wild beails ; 
*^ and that thofe ftones were placed for 
^5 the refuge and refpite of the combatant 

in his unhappy conflidl/' 



€£ 
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-—The name of Majrbrough induced 
us to believe, that this had been a Britifh, 
fortification, and that the name was a 
corruption of Maiden Burg, a tide given 
to many fortrefles which were cfteemed 
impregnable, and which were bpafted 
never to have known a conqueror; — but 
the large ftbne placed within the plain, 
and thofe faid to have been defaced 
within the memory of man, confounded 
this conjedlure, and prompted us to an 
idea, that the whole was a druidical mo- 
nument, and the name of it Mayberie *, 
M or 



' Antiquarians have frequently confounded Bury, for 

Berie; 
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or Maleberge *. — ^The elevated plain, th6 
farrounding woods, and this ftrange 
rude pillar, render it probable, that 
this was a ^mple of the dniids, where, 
under the folemn fhade of the confecrated 
grove, they had exerciled their religious 
rites, and taught the multitude ; and 
alfo held thofe convocations in which 
they determined the rights of the people, 
and adminiftered public juftice.— Perhaps 
when they were driven out of Mona, and 
fled before the Roman fword, they mig^t 

for- 



Berie ; —the one implying the tomb of fomc great or 
remarkable pcrfonage ; the latter, Bcrie, being the 
. name of a plain or vale, furroundcd with groves and 
forefis, and held facred by the ancient Britons. 

Lord Coke. 

* Maleberge, Mon's Placiti;— a hill where the 
people aflembled at a court like our affizes, which by 
the Scots and Irifh are called Parley Hills. 

Du Cance. 
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fortify their facred places, and gather 
their people into fuch ftrong holds, to 
refjft the power which had avowed their 
extirpation. 

Wc viewed the CHURCft of Penrith 
in the afternoon, a handfome new build- 
ing of red free ftone, well galleried, ^nd 
ornamented in the modern ftilej— the 
pillars are remarkable, ■ being one fingle- 
flone. The following inlcription, an a 
ft^e placed in the wall, is. fingular : 
AD. MDXCVIII 
JEx gravi pefte que regionibus hifcc 
iacubiutj obierunt apud 
. - Penrith 2260. 
Kendal 250Q 
Richmond 220Q 
Carlifle 119^6 
Pofteri 
Avortite vos et viritft • 

Ezek. 1 8th— 32-^ 

M 2 The 
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The plague raged in London in the thir- 
ty-fixth year of Queen Elizabeth's reigu* 

In the church-yard is a very remarfca-- 
ble monument, apparently of great anti* 
quity ; — two pillars are placed in a direc- 
tion, eaft and weft, diftant from each 
other fifteen feet; — at tlie fides of tii6 
tomb two ftones are placed, with an edge 
upwards, of a kind of femicircular fonn : 
•f— Thefc fide ftones do not, at prefent, 
(hew any marks of the fculptor, tho' fome 
have conjedhired they reprefented boars^ 
•—The pillar? are of one piece, formed 
like the antient fpears, and about ten feet 
in height;— -th^fliafts are round for about 
feveii feet high, above which they run 
, into a fquare, ?tnd appear to have termi- 
nated in a point ; where the fquare point 
commences, there are the remains of a 
narrow belt of ornamental frize work.— 

The 
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The ftoncs are fb much hurt by time, that 
it is not ppffibie to alcertain, whether the 
upper parts of tbefe jnllars haye beea 
adorned with .figures or born a^y infcrip- 
tijon.— rl muft beg leave to diflent from 
the opinion of thofe who have prefiuncd 
this was the tomb of fome of the War- 
wicks ; and as their reafon alledge, thefe 
were the reprefentations of bears and a rag- 
ged ftaiF, the device of that family; I am 
induced* to believe this is radier the mo- 
nument of ibme Britifh hero of diftinc- 
tion; the cuftom of placing pillars at the 
head and foot of iepulchres is very an- 
oent, I have feen it mentioned in many 
of our hiitorians, that in the time. of 
Richard the firft, the bones of Arthur, the 
&mous King of Britain, were faid to 
have been found at Glaftonbury, in aa 
old fepuichrc j to denote which ftood two 
pillars, one at the head^ the other at. th^ 

feet, 
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feet, on which fbme infcriptiofi had been 
cut, but could not then be read : — in the 
notes to a book intitled the hiftory of the 
Rebellion 1745", this monument is men- 
tioned, and faid to be fet up in memory 
of a famous old warrior. Sir Ewen Caefa- 
rius of great ftrength, who was renown- 
ed for his exploits in Inglewood foreft, in 
the deftrudlion of wild boars. 

In our next excurfion from Penriih, we 
paft by the antient feat of the Mufgraves, 
called Eden Hall, at the diftance of 
three miles; a ftone ftrudlure, built in 
the tafte of the time of the Charles's, — 
Every part of the river Eden which we 
viiited was pi<5iurefque and beautiful; 
pretty lawns and meadows, and herfe and 
there fine hanging groves, were difperfed 
on its banks, whilft the borders of the 
channel werV beautified with rocks, and 
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the ftream flowed in meandrings or caT- 
cades*. 

Near to Little Salkeld, on tKe 
fummit of a large hill, inclining a litde 
towards the north, we had the pleafure 
of feeing a large and perfed druidical 
monument, called by the country people 
IVIeg and her Daughters. 

—A 



* Camden tells us, ** that Eden having given Eimot 
^' entertainment, he turncth his courie northward by 
^^ both the Salkelds, watering as he goes ieveral oblbirc 
** villagjss and fortre/Ies ; amongft which, at the l£& 
** Salkeld, there are crefted in^form of a circle fevcnty 
•* feven ftones, every one ten feet high, and a fpecial one 
** by itfdf before them at the very entrance rifeth fifteen 
V feet in height; this ftone the common people dwellmg 
*' near the place call Long Meg, and the reft hci: 
** daughters. Within this ring, or circle, are heaps of 
*' ftones, under which they lay lie interred the bodies of 
** men flainin battle; and indeed there is reafoo to thintt 
** thAt this was a moaumeat of lome victory there at- 
" chieved, for no man could conjefturc that they were 
*' erefted in vain.** 
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— ^A Circle of three hundred and fifty 
paces circumference is formed by mafly 
flones, mod of which remain Handing 
upright; — thefe are fixty-lfeven in nuna- 
ber, of various qualities, unhewn or 
touched with any tool, and feem by their 
form to have been gathered from the fiir- 
face of the earth ;— fome are of blue and 
grey limeftone, fome of granitic, and fbme 
iOints;^ — ^many of them which were ftand-^ 
ingmeafured from twelve to fifteen feet ia 
girt, and ten feet in height; others Were 
of an inferior fize, — ^At the ibuthem fide 
of this circle, at the diftance of feventeen 
paces from its neareft member, is placed 
an upright flone naturally of a fqu^*e 
form, being a red free-ftone, with which 
the country about Penrith abounds.— This 
flone is placed with oae of its angles to- 
wards the circle, is near fifteen feet in 
girt, and eighteen feet high; each angle 

of 
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bf its fquare anfwering to a cardinal point, 
i-^— In the mod contiguous part of the circle 
four large ftones are placed in a fquare 
form, as if they had conftruded or fup- 
ported the altar: And towards the eaft, 
wcd^ and north, two large ftones are 
placed, a greater diftance fronoi each 
other than any of the reft, as if 
they had formed the entrances iijto this 
myftic round. — What creates great afto- 
liifhmedt to the fpedlator is, that no fuch. 
ftones, or any quarry or bed of ftones are 
to be found within a great diftance of 
this place; arid how fuch m^ffy bodies 
could be moved, in an age when the me- 
chanical powers were little known^ is not 
to be conceived. 

— ^Whilft we ftood admiring this place 
the following thbughts occured xb mf 
toemory. 

N ^ — **Mafk 
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— — «« Mark yon altaf-i 

" This wide circus^ 

« Skirted ]B7ith anhewn (lone; tbej awe tnj foul 

" As if the very genius of the place 

<< H'lmfelf appeared, and with terrific treai 

<• Stalk'd through this dreaf jdonaaiQ,"— 

" Know that thou (lands on confecrated ground| 

^' The mighty pile of magic-planted rock« 

" Thus rang'd in myftic order, marks the place 

** Where, but at times of holiell feftival, 

«< The druid leads his train *.'* 

My ideas wandered in the fields of 
imaginatioii over the druids facrifice pf 
the milk-white fleers, tonfecrated by the 
mifletoe.— I refleiJled oft the trembling 
enthufiaftic multitudes, who here per- 
haps had alTembled to- hear the priefWy 
didates touching government, and moral 
condudl ; — to learn the druids arrogant 
philofbphy and fiipefflitions, and! cherifh 
an implicit faith of' the immortality of 

man's 

** Mafbn's Ghara£tacus« 
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jaun's iiitelledhial ipirit, though in tranf^ 
xnigradonto reptiles andbeafts of prey,— : 
Perhaps here Princes fufcmiffively have 
Hood to hear th? haughty druid ex- 

Jaim— 

«* Thou art a king, a fovcrctgao'cr frail mca j ' 
V I am a druid, fervant of the Gods ; r 
^' Such fcrvicq is above fucl^ foycycignty */• 

In the number of flqijes Camden 'was 
miftaken, as they are pnly fixty-feven in 
all. He took many of his northern rq- 
marks from hearfay only, fronqt whence 
he was liable to the errors difcovered in 
him, — ^As to the heaps of ftones withiiv 
the circle, which he was told coye^red 
thofe flain in fight, there is not the lead 
appearance of any fuch thing.— r Since 
the monuments of Mona, now Anglefie^ 
l^ave beea fo learnedly yifited and de- 

N ^ fined, 

■■ ■ ^-.^ — ^ — ■— ^ . — -— ^ 

Mafon's CbaraAacus. 
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fined, there is not the lead reafon to 
doubt this at Salkeld is a druidical iriomi* 
inent, from its fimilarity to thofe re- 
maining there. 

Near to a place called Ninefchurches twq 
vifited two caves ; the one hollowed ia 
tlie rock of a circular form, with feats 
cut in its fides ; the roof being fupported 
in the midft by a rude pillar of mafon 
work ; this is called the Giant's cave ; — 
the other cave is alfo circular, with a 
'ftone table in the midft. — ^There is no 
tradition to lead one to conjecture by 
whom thefe caves were made; — their 
antiquity is gf eatly to he doubted j they 
feem as if they had been the work of 
ibme religious, for retirement ; but the 
yiame of no fiich perfbn remains to u$« 

^-^Wc alfo vifited a place Called Force 
^1, ne^r to Great; Salkeld, where a cava 
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'wras ^id to be the objeA of travellers cu-. 
riofity; — ^here we found fome feate cut 
xinder the fhelves of a rock, conimanding- 
a romantic view upon the river Eden; 
but no otherwife remarkable. — ^The fi^lls 
Qf thq fivqr, the hapging xoc\^y rich 
meadows, and hills cloathed 'y^ith '^oo^i 
ptefented us with profpeds which amply 
repaid the dlfappointment our curipfity 
luftained, 

,We lamented to fee fuch e^tenfive wafts 
and uncultivated lands, adjoining to fb 
beautiful a place as Penrith, whofe fitua- 
tion muft neceflarily circumfcrihe its 
trade^ 

The women of this country are re^ 
markably beautiful ;-r-the bold uninteiU- 
gcnt ftare, the fluttering inconfiftent pertr 
iieft, and lifping ntonfenfe, ib charac-r 
tcfiftic 9^ the i^ in foutheni couptks* 

are 
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are here totally negleded^ for incelligent 
looks cloathed in modelly, and pQlicenefs 
\inited v^v^ fin^plicity qf msuiners. 

We had the pleafure of feeing fome bo^ 
tanical paintings, executed by Mi6 Cal- 
vin, of this place^ which in delicacy of 
colouring, and t^fte in the dilpofition of 
the foliage and flowers, togct:hel: with the 
juftneis of the work, may vie with any 
painting. of that kind in Europe. — ^To the 
honour of Lady Mary Lowther, this^ 
young Lady is under her patronage, by 
whom, it is not to be doubted, her ex- 
traordinary nterit will be Qiade kpown ta 
the world, • 

—This plwc owns another ^jy re- 
markable genius, Mr Fawell j who, thp^^ 
blind from his infancy, can perform any 
piece of mufic^l compofition on the harp- 

ficord, 
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ficord, having the piece fct Tiy woodca 
pins in a board, after the manner of a 
cribbage board j which, after perufing hf 
the feeling of his fingers, from the ftrong 
retention of his memory, he perform* 
with great accuracy* 

The wly fromPfeNftitH to KESwiCkj 
though a good turnpike, is yet very dull 
and tedious ; for, during the courfe of 
eighteen miles j we met with nothing to 
amufe, till we arrived n^t the j^lace.-^ 
The mountains we paifed are of various 
figures^ and ibme very lofty ; and as we 
flill advanced nearer to Kefwick, they 
Ctraitened the valley in which we rode* 

*^Wc now gained a view of the vale 
of St John's j a very narrow dell, hein- 
med in by mountains, through which a. 
fmall brook makes many meandrings^ 
tvaihing. little incloiiircs of grafe ground,; 

which 
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which ftrctch up the rifings of the Rills J 
—In the wideft part, of the dile you are 
ftruck with the appearance of an ancient 
ruined caftle, which feems to ftand ilpon 
the fummit of a little mount, the moun- 
tains around forming an amphitheatre;-^ 
This maffive bulwark fhews a front of 
various towers, and makes an awful, irnde, 
and gothic appearance^ with its lofty 
turrets, and its ragged battlements ; — ^we 
traced the ^illerics, the bending arches, 
the .butr^dTesj — the greateft a:ntiquity 
ftfuds characterized in its architecture,; 
-t-the. inhubitants near it alTert it is atf 
antediluvian flrudure; 

— ^The travellers curiofity is rouzedv 
and he prepares to make a nearer ap- 
proach • when that curiofity is put upotx 
the rack, by his being affured, that if he 
advances, certain genii who. govern, the 
place, by virtue of their fupernatural arts 

and 
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tnd necromancy, will ftrip it* of all its 
beatitie^^ ^d by mchantx^nt txan$f6iln 
die* magic walls vcpoa his approach.-^The 
vale fteaiih-like tke habitati(» of fuch 
beingrj-^ts glbomy receflcs and retire* 
ttieiits look like the haunts of eyil fpirits 9 
<^^^rb was no ddttfion m the report^ we 
W4te^ feon convkiced of its truth ;*-*-for 
this piece of antiquity, fo yenefable and 
tlobl^ iri its aiTpedi, as we drew near to it 
chsinged its; fig^re^ tkhd protdd no othei^ 
thaii 4 fhaken maffive pile of rocks^ 
which (land in the midft of this Iktfe 
Irale, dilunited frorii the adjoining moiiii-* 
tains ; and have fo much the real form 
and refemblance of a caftle, that they 
bear the name of The Castile Rocks 

OF St JoHN'Si 

— ^The delufioii j^ferded tis matte* of 

laughter till we, defdended towards the 
YailtofKerwick# 

.0 The 
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Tlic town of Keswick, lying ia a 
dec j) yalley, was not to be fcen till we were 
TWjdiin a very litklc diftance.*— As we de* 
i<^ended the hill a fine profpcift ppeoed 
upooi VIS }-^th€ hills on; idle right of the 
i:oad are yery grand, enclofures of mcas 
dow and paftore take up about one-t^d 
of'the afbent j the credra »jre ev^y. .^l^ere 
grown with wood, which climbs up fhade 
above ihadej and their crowns are co- 
Ticred with herbage and heath. Beneath 
us Idid.a plain of about three miles dia- 
naeter, diverfified with plots of corn, a- 
greeably mingling with the meadows^ 
and: here and there little cops of afliesc— 
The Lake of B a s n £ T, which has nothing 
remarkable to engage the traveller's attei^ 
. tion but a long canal of water, termina- 
ted the plain to the right, the Lake of 
Kefwick to the left } around which, moun- 
tftiss.piled'QA w made an awful 

circle, 
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ciircle, and feemed tQ ihut thqin in from 
all the world, 

•^^KfeswiCK is but a mean village^ 
Without any apparent trade;— the houfes 
are homely and dirty ;-— rthere: is a town 
houfe in the market place, faid to be e* 
redled out of the ruins of Lord Darn-* 
water's manfion, but of the moft uncouth 
architedure.—^There are very ind^erent 
accommodations h^r^'foi: travellers. — No** 
thing is more difagreeable to people ^ho 
wlfli to £be every thing that is curias, m 
^ plftce they vifit, than t;o xn?et with a 
drunken foporiferous IniikeepeaTf whoi^ 
finall Ihare of natural intelligence . is to- 
tally abforbed, and who has nothing re- 
plaining of human, but his diftorted 
image> and his impertinence, — ^Such wjts 
our hoft at Refwicl;, 

From a Ihcart defcriptio» of ik^ beaottea 
Oa of 
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of Kefwid;:, urfiidi waf trritten by the late 
iagemous Dr Brown, and which we kad 
then in our hands, we were impatient to 
(jQier upon the Lake; aod thought every 
4elay irkfome, which kept us from (he 
i»qhiw«inf fccue** 



• l?r £|tovNU LETTER, printed at NewcAST|.« 
in the year 17 67, 

Dovodale; and to fay the truth, v«is difappointed in U« 
When I came to Buxton, I vifited another or two of tkeir 
romantic foenes: \f\xt, theie ^^ inferior 4o .Dovedalc* 
They 9re but pooc piif^ataf^e of Ke^wick^ wbidi ^t 
cceds xheqi more ip grapdeur thap I can ^ve ;oa .to 
l«iagine , and mgr^ if polgble in beauty than in grandeur. 
Inftead of the harrow flip of.TaUcy which fa feea at 
Bovedale, yati4iaireat £efvj<^ a vad amphiliieMre, 19^ 
circumference above twenty miles, inftead jof a uwagre 
rivulet, a noble living Lake, ten miles round^ of ai^ 
oblong form, adorned with variety of wooded iflands. 



.. ♦^Wc lia%4 tbidwr, ^n^&amCof^^ 
BnoQTrJ^iLh took a general furvey of the 

Lake } 



and irregwlar; hut the bJlk arc l)Qth little and uaanlr 
mated; and the joargia of the brook \s poorly cdg^d 
«rkh wfie(l$, morafe, and bmfliwood. 5at at K^fwickj, 
you will on qoc fide of tbe Lake, fee a rich aod beautf • 
ful landfkip of cwkivated fields, xifing io the eye io fine 
Inequalities, with noble groves of oak, happily di^fiifd ; 
and clifflbiog the adjacent hills, (hade above (hade, in the 
moft various and pl^refque fprms* On the moft op* 
pofite flaoi^i you will .find rocks and cUffs ^f jftupendous 
height, hanging brokew over the Lake in horrible 
grandeur, ibme of them a thoufand fpet high, the woodd 
climbtDg up dieir (keep .and Aia^jgy fides, where mortal 
foot never yet approacbedt On tbeie (fa-eadfjjl heights 
the tagle$ buUd their Dcfts: A variety (rf*. waterfall.s are 
fecji pouring foo» their fjJowitjB, iwd .tumt)liag^5n vaft 
feeets from fpck to rock Ux jude and terrible m^^fi: 
i?encc ; While on. all fide$ of riiis Unpenfc a»|>Jii|heatre 
the loftjr jnountainS' rife js>.ui»(J, pjercing, tfce cloild?. ift 
(hapes as ipiry and fantaAic; as the y^rj rocks <^X)ove^' 
dale. To this I mull add the ftegu^nt^and bold proj[ej;^ 
lion of the cli5s into thel-ake^ forming noble bays, and 

pro- 
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Lake; which though inferior in fize to 
HallVwatcr^ is yet very different ih its 

beauties, 

{womootories: In other parts tbey finely retire from It, 
and often open in abrupt cafins or clefts, through which 
at hand, you fi^e rich and cultivated vales, and beyond 
thefc at variotts dlftancej^ monntains rifliig over mountains ; 
among ^hlch, new profpe£ts prefbnt themfelve^ in miflj 
jiM the eye is loft in an agreeable perplexity : 

Where aftivc fancy travels beyond fenfe^ 

Aod {Hdures things unieen, 

^ W^rc I to analyfc the two places into their conftitdeat 

^incipleSf I fhould tell yon that the full perfection of 

Xefwick (^nfifts of three prcumfUnces, beauty, horror, 

9od: xcnmenfity united; the fecond of which is aloqio 

Ibuod in Povedale^ Of beauty it hath little: Nature 

*hmag left it almofta defart: Neither iti fmoll extent; 

. tos the diinbutive and livelefs ftamn of the hills admit 

magnificence. But to ^ve y<m a complete idea of theft 

three perfeftions, as they are joined in Kefwidc, would 

1 T^uirc the UAitigid powcra of Claude, Salvator, and 

:JMffiti. The 'firil (hottld throw his delicate^ funftiine 

' over ihi cultivated vales, the frittered cot$, the groves, 

- the Lake^ Md wooded iflajnds. The fecond fliauld dafli 

^t the hqtror of the rugged cliffs, the fteeps, the hang- 
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beauties, an4 aflbrded us many ddigbt^ 
full fccnes.—- The water, .which flill beiri: 

• the 



iag y^rqoitf and foaming "water&lls; ^bile the griq^dl 
peoc3 of Poufl^ ftould ctoym the wl^>le with tbe Afa*. 
jefty of d)e iflapcndiog moumaios^ 

: So flittdi $)r what t would call the p^axkA^^t beatf^ 

t^ of this adoollUag fcene. Were I not afmd of 

bdog tv-eTooaie* I could now dwell as long on its rar]^ 

or acddental beautki. I would fail round the LakQ 

anchor in t^af baji and land you on eT«ry promcntory 

and ifland. I would ipoint the j)csr{)etual^change of prof^ 

peA; the woodsy rocks^ dtffs, and mounaioii Iqf 

turns Tamlhingor n£ng iftto view: Now gaialpg^'Ae 

£ght, hdngbg o«er oiir headk in &eir faU dioieBfioaiu 

beautifally dreadful ; and now/ By a diange iof fSSagit' 

. tion, aflaming u^w romantic QaApt^, retiring andicffat* 

log on th^ eye, ihfenfiblylofing tfaemielvts saa^^Kne 

' snifl. I would remark the contrafl of light and (kfdk^ 

produced by the morning and.«venmg iuit;tfiQ;.0a(f 

gildbg thd weft^n, and the o(htr the eafiem fide of tim 

immeufe amphidieatre; while the vzA ihadow pHyeAaA 

by thd molmtalns burka the ^oppollte part ih acdeep^a^d 

pur]^ gloomy w^di the eye CS0 laidijrpetefirate. rf^ 

natural vai^ety «f coburiiBg wUdi-AR.Sm^JbitS^ 
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tKe name df^fiRWA+ER, thV cmbtidk^ 
in €o gre^t a I^e^ faid td%c ie» itii^ 

cir- 



l^podHcd l0 116 tefi weiidcrfM ^ >l<Kifii%f The fvdit^: 
tftiil in the taifey bdtig thofe of aklti^ greeny aodt; 
gold, yet ever various, ^fifigf from m iHjPeibiiigtare.of^ 
the Lake, the woods, the grafs and corn fields : Thefe 
arelifielt cott^fled by the grejr Vdc^and dMf^; ini 
^ Krhde hcSghtei^ed by the t<fl)oWfllFeM» of fight, thd 
^rple hnes, dad itirfty azore ol the t^odncatfl^ • Somi^' 
times a fereoe Mir aDd dear fty difctofe thei ic^ €tf th^ 
Mghefl hiils ; aC others,, yotf G^^XatAi tiMlvdftg their 
ftrmtaitSi reftiog od iheir fides, ^p defiKndiDg to ibrfr 
bale, and rotlblg atttDng the va!He&,' as m a vaft furoacej 
-^Wheti ^ wifids are high, they v(m xmong. the difi» 
aad^cttVierat'like peab ef tfaaoder ; theo^^tpo,' die cbddi 
aftfienlfi vaft bodies fWeqfing aienglthe luUs to ^oooqif 
gfeatiieii, \rhUe the Lake Jokqs t^e tumiih,^ and tgfib 
Blus a fea : But vx caka weather the whole ftene becomea 
wt^y the Lake i» a perfeA mirror ; aid the landJlqi 
In all its bemity, ifiatids, fields^ Woods, rocks^ and 
mooMihiSr are ieeo inverted, and floath^ on IHa ivahce* 
I wUl now carry yoa to tihe top of a diff, wher^, if yoa 
4are l^catch the ridge, a new icene of sftoftifluneni 
frelents itfelf; wfiere ^ v^ley. Lake,, and iflaads^ 
fetti lying at yov &et ; where this expand of water ap^ 

pearsi 
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*iknmferencq was trairfpareht as chryftali 
and fliihing as a inirror j over whofe fort 
face five fine iilands were difperfed, the 
neareft in view was covered with yellow 
^orn, the reft cloathed in wood; the 
hills are lofty, arifing on every fide from 
the margin of the Lake^ 

. -^^Here the moun'lams were ih fomft 
parts covered with grafs, in others heath j 

P there 

-" ■ "^^ " • • -- V ^ • '^ ' « t "- •- ♦- 

pears dimmiftied to a little pool, simidrt the Tafr immea- 
ibrable objefts that furround it ; for here the fammiti 
oV more diftant hills appear abote thofe ydtr have already 
fcen, and riling behind each other in fucceffive' ranges, 
•hd aaure groups of craggy and broken fteeps, form an • 
immenfe and awful pifture, which can only be expreflid 
by the image of a tempeftuous fea of moufitams.-— Let 
tne now conduit you down again to the valley, and 
fcdndude with one drcumftSnce inorc ; which is, thai 
a walk by ftill moon light (at whidi time the diftatft 
waterfalls are heard in all their rariety of found) among ' 
thefe- incbanting dales, opens a fcene of fuch aelicafc 
"tteaiJty, repofe, and folcmnity> as exceeds all defcripti^n^ 
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diere die rocks were grown with fhrubs 
And bnifli wood^ which hung in their 
apertures and creeks.— Little valleys of 
cultivated land prefented themielves in the 
openings and windings of the mountains, 
and imall incloiures, and groves of oaks 
ftretched up the precipitate afcents of 
every hill, from the brink of the water; 
fave only at the head of the bafon, where 
the moimtains were more rugged and ro- 
mantic. — ^We hurried to the boat, that we 
might enjoy the pleafures of this place in 
their greateft perfedion.— The general 
view was magnificent and beautiful, but 
we wanted to take each pleaiing fcene 
apart. 

—We 

* Thefdlowiag Tcrfcs are taken from Dr Daltoa's 
Defcriptivc Poem, in the Continuation of Dodflcy's 
CoBcftion, VOL L 

— -«* To nature's priJe, 
f' Sweet Kefvnek't fule, the mBie i^m guide ; 

■fTI* 



J 
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— We ordered the boatmen to coafl; 

lUDund the neareft iflaad, called Vigar^s 

JP 2 Island, 



'« The muft ivhpi trod th* enchanted grona^ 
** Who.iail'd the wond'rous Lake around ; . 
^* With you will hafte, tmce more to bail 
*^ The beauteous brook of Borrodale. 

*< FVom fivage parent, geiuie flream t 
« Be thou the mufes. favocHrite theme % 
<* O fbfti infinuatkig glide, 
^* Silent aldng the meadow*$ fide ; 
<< Smooth o*er the iandy bottom p^» 
<< Refplendent all through fiuid glafs i 
** Unlefs upon thy yielding breaft, 
** Thdr heads the painted HUies xtfk^ 
«* To where, in deep capadous bcd^ 
5< The widely liquid Lake is Ipread. 

•« Let other flreamsTgoicc to roar 
<« Down the rough rocks of dread Lodore^ 
*» Rufli ravli^ on with boift'lous fweep, 
** And fbammg rend the frighted deep. 
^^ Thy gentle genius (brinks away 
;* From fuch a rude uftC(|W^ f^^ 



Is^KVDy containipg about fix acres of 
fOi(*<^ land } on the ea£tern fide of which a 

few 



f ' ThroQgh thine qwn native dale» Nfhere ii% 
?* Tremendous xoqks amid the flciej^ 
'• Thy waves with patience flowly wind, 
t* Till they the fmootheft channel find ; 
f « Soften the horrors of the fcene, 
f f ^d through qonfufion flow ierea^ 

*' Horrors like diefe at firft alarm, 
f * But foon with iavage grandeur charoii; 
i* And raif| to nobleft thoughts your mind \ 
f' Thus by thy fall, Lodoce^ rcclin'd, 
f' The cragged cliffy impending wocHJ, ^ 

^* Wboie ih^Q^s mix Q*er half the flcx>^ « 
f • The gloomy clQ^d§ with folcmn fcil, » y 

f * Scarce lifted by ^he languid gal^, . " f 

f ' 0*er the capp'd bill and darken*d yale, ji 

f * The ravelling kite, ^qd t>iid pf Jbv^,, 
f ^^J)ich round th* aerial ocean move^^ 
f ' Andy ^Q&ting i^ the billowy flcy^ « 

V With full-expanded pinioos fly, 
f f Their flutfring, or their bleating prey, 
t? Tbf xjcc y(\^ d^a^^-l^oping c?^c fncv!?y. \ - , 



£tm fycamores formed a little gtoyo^ /cg»)f 
vir'mg 91 ^Qvel, which vantd ^.. l?m% 

with 

f « Ch^Qurfs by rodty tarreDt$ toroj 

^< Rocks to the Lake in thiinder bqra j 

" Or fuch as o'er our heads appear 

*' Sulpcnded in the mid career, • 

f ? To ftart again at his command, 

•* Who rules fire, water^ air, and land j 

" I view with wonder and delight, 

" A pleafing, though an awful fight. 

V For, feen with them, the verdant iflca 
!* Soften with more delicious fmiles ; 

V l/bxe tempting twix^e their opening boM^ers^ 
** More lively flow tiie purple floTxjers, 

** More fmoothly Hopes the border gay, 
•* In fiiirer circle bends' the bay ; 

V And laft, to fix our wandring eyes, 

*« Thy roofs, O Kefwick^ brighter rife . . 

^* The Lake and lofty hills betvjeen, 

!' Where giant Skiddow Ihuts the icen^^ ^ 

^ Supreme of iqount^in?, Skid^ow^ hail ) 
f * To whom all Britain finks a vale ! 
f* Lo, his^imperial brow I fee, 
^ from fi^\il ufurping vapours fre^ 1 



€P,^ 



^Twcr« 



wi^ a rich giteoi and gave to dit wluiiar 
a ^dorefijuc appearance.--^Here we foniMl 
a^iweet ihade, whilft we hung upon our 
oan to liften to the found of the watar* 
fall9^ which ftruck the ear from ererjr fide 
with an agreeable folezxmity^ 

— ^ow we had the valley, to thexighK 
opm^g upon our Tiew, and extendiag a 
richplaiu towards the north-weft^ three or 
four znil^in breadth ;•— the fhips of com^. 
and little groves, fcattered Here and 
thare, gave the moft pleafing varietji. 
wheu contrafted with the verdure of the 

mowQ^ 



^ *Twere glorioos aow bis fide to dimbb 
•< Boldly to icale his top fablime I 
f And thence— 

<« ^^ My mnie lhe& fligbts forbeaiv 
<* Nor. witfi wild raptures tire the feir ; . 
<< Hills, rocks, and dales, have been too long 
' 5^ The fubjeil of my rambling feng.'' 



.^ 
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aowa m^ds, ftnick by the r^ys <»f die 

mommg f\m, and happily oppofed to t3|tf 

adjoining mountains. — ^In this Tale dtf 

churchy with ibme feat hoxifes, ihewcd 

their White ^onts, orer which the moun* 

tains ariiing to ^e right wi^ie ftupendous 

and gloomy, as they flood covered with 

cteuds.-^Therc Skiddow raifed his head^ 

and, with a peaked brow^ ovealooked Sad« 

dleback and Cawfey-pike, together widh 

a chain of mountains ftretching away to^ 

wards the north-weft ; whilft, on the other 

hand, the hills and rocks which (land up-' 

on the Bafnet-water, form the othw* wing 

of an lofty avenue of mountains^ which 

extend into the diftant plains* 

— We were told by a perlbn we met 
with at Kefwick, that Skiddow, from 
the plane of the Lake's furface, is rfiree 
thoufand four hundred and fifty feet in 
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perpendicular height ; but as we had tl9 
means of proving the truth of this calcu** 
lation, muft leave it to others tx> afce^-^* 
tain ^4 V. 

-i-We coafted the right hand fide o£ 
the Lake, where the hills gradually re«. 
tiring from its margin, rife to their iunoi*^. 
mits covered with herbage* Here we 
had a view ef the little valley of NfiWr 
JLAKD) which winds about the feet o£ 
the mountains^ and with the finefl: ver-. 

dur4 

* Since this work was ia the prefs tbe iogeniotis Mr 

Walker, of Manchcftcr, who was in a Courfe of Lec- 
tures on natural philofophy at Stockton upon Tees; fa* 
toured me with the following remarks qn the altitude of 
Skiddow : , 

Barometer at Whitehaven ■ 29^ o* Feei^ 

Fell fame day in afcending the? By , 

' mountam ~— — ^ ^ table ^^^* 

Stood on the top at -i. -^ %6 4 
By angle from the Lake of Bafleathwattr to the? .^^ 
topofSldddow — -- -k 5 256tf 
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<i|irfi from^ ib& imall inclofures of grala 
gccfimd, refreflics'th^ eye, which had lar 
bdured with upftretched looks over dia 
vaft heights tibfik on every fide fhut it in i 
-^there catde and flieep were feen paftu- 
rifig, ibflae little cottages were difperfed 
amongft the hedge-row aflies, whilft the 
fhcidows of the hills fuflfered the fun-ihinr 
tB fall only in ftrips over the vale^ 

' — We landed, at St Herbert's^ 
I s L A K i> *, which contains about five 
acres of land, now covered with young 
trees^ famoas for being the refidence of 
St Herbert, a Prieft and Confeflbr ; who, 
to avoid the intercourfe of man, and that 
nothing might withdr^aw his attention 
' Q_ from 



• Camden, writing of Kcfwck^ fays, ** that Darwenc 
^< having' his firft beglnQing ia Borodale;, a valley hem* 
** med in with crooked MIk, orepedi between tbf: 
••mountains." ^ . ..: 
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from unceafing mortification and fnjer^ 
cboie this ifland for his abode.-**The 
Icene around him was adapted to hi8> 
gloomy ideas of rel^on ;— he was fur- 
rounded by the Lake, which afforded hinn 
fifh for his diet;— on every hand the 
voice of waterfalls escited the fblemneft 
drains of meditation ; — crocks and moun- 
tains were his daily profpedl, where bar* 
rennefs and folitude feemed to take up 
their eternal abode ; — ^from the fitijiattoa 
of this place, nature had given thr^e 
parts of the year to impetuous hurricanes 
and ftorms, the fourth alone provided 
for the reft. — ^Hcre thisL reclufe ere£ted 
an hermitage^ the remains of which ap- 
pear to this day, being a building o£ 
done, formed into two apartments s the 
outward one. about twenty feet long and 
fifteen broad, the other of narrpwcr di- 
menfions.— He was a cotcmporary with 
St CuTHBERT, and as the legends of 

that 
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that time fay, 1>y. the prayers of riiat 
faint obtained a joint or equotemporary 
death with him, in the year of our Lord 
fix hundred and eighty*eight« 

-^The paffion for fblitude and a reclufe 
life, which reigned in the days of this 
faint, and was cherilhed by the mona((ic 
ichool, although at firft fight may appear 
to us uncouth and enthufiaftic, yet when 
we examine into thoie times oar aftoniih- 
ment w4fl ceafe j whilft we confider the 
cftate of thofe men, who under all the 
prgudices of education, were living in 
an age of ignorance, vaffalage, and ra-^ 
pine ; and we Ihall rather applaud than' 
condemn a devotee, who difgufted with 
die worM and the fins of men, configns 
His life to the fervice of the deity in re^ 
tirenient.— We may fuppofe we hear the 
iaint exclaiming with the poct>— 
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•• Bleft be that hand dmnei which gendy Uid 

'< My heart at reJRj beneathed this humble (bed; 

«• The world's a ftatcly bark, on dang'rons feas, 

<« With pleafore feen, but boarded at our peril: 

•* Here on a fingle plank, thrown fafe on ibor^, 

*' I hear the tumult of the di&ant throng, 

** As that of feas remote, or dying ftorms; 

^< And meditate on fcencs more fileht (lill, 

^* Purfue my dieme, and fight the fear of death* 

** Here, like a fbepherd gazing from his hut, 

** Touching his reed or leaning on hi$ ftaff, 

" Eager ambition"*s fiery chace 1 fee ; 

•« I fee the circling hunt of uoifynten, 

•« Burft law's inclolbre, leap the mounds of rightt 

** Purfuing and purfued, each other's prey ; 

•* As wolves for rapine, as the fox for wiles, 

** Till death, that mighty hunter, earths them all *• 

I fell into a reverie, and begun t;o mut- 
ter thus to myfelf : 

** It feems unnatural for man to deny 
*^ himfelf of the aid and confolation which 

" are 



• Young. • 
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^*are derived from fociety, and to con- 
^*/tamn the fweets of' friendflup* — ^The 
*^ poet fays, 

<« Poor is the fricndlcfs matter of a world */• 

" When we talk of friendfhip in gene- 
" ral, the friendfhip of the worid, we are 
*^ amttfing ourfelves with a fuperficial 
^^ view, where objeds are fo grooped, 
*^ and colours fall in fuch a happy ailem- 
** blage, that all is beautiful and delight- 
** ing ; — ^but when greater curiofity, or 
** neceffity demands a ftriifl furvey of the 
** ftveral images which formed this plea- 
** fing profpedl, you find, on their fepa- 
** ration, that they lofe that excellence 
** which their union or their diftance 
*^ maintained. — ^There is little of true 
•^ friendfhip on this flage to enhance the 

value of life j — the corruptions of the 

"age 

♦ ¥0UDg. 
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^^age have contaminated it, and fcarce 
^^ any thing more is left than the name ; 
** —when it is even found with coofan- 
^Vgttinity, it is a rare eifence, at which 
*^ nen ftand agape.~*I have known exam* 
*' I^es where genius and merit ^ have 
^.dawned upon a youth, forrounded 
^ with opulent £riendS| who have flood 
^^ gazing on him like ftatues of (tone^ 
*^ without flretching forth a hand to 
^^iave him 6om poverty; whilft the fine 
*^gi^ that providence had endowed 
** him with, languifhed in fetters ; which, 
** by their patronage^ might have been 
** brought forth and faved, even by the 
•^crumbs which fell from the rich man's 
•* table. — ^I doubted not the eye of hea- 
•^ ven regjirded their infenfibility widi. 
•• kindling wrath, and to reward the fa?- 
*^ crilcge, deprived them of every enjoy- 
•^ raent with which the finer feelings ot 
^< the foul bleis mankind i and kft them 



"no- 



fbe Lakes. hj 

^^ notliing but the animial oeconomy, and 
^^ the difgraced unage of htimanity.'' 

— I had fhewn Tome diftordons In my 
agitation through this ^hiipered iblilo- 
quy ; but uttering thcfe lafl: words with, a 
degree of vehemence, arifing on the pro- 
grefs of my ideas, my companion catiched 
inc by the arm, and roufed me, faying,^ The 
** boatmen already think they hare got: a 
** paflenger that is frantic, and exprefs by 
** their looks their wifhes to be rid of 



^^usV 



—But 



* Camdeo rentes, '* that at Nevlandfide, and die- . 
*• -where, cq>pcr mines were difcorered by Thdmas 
«< Shotiaod, and Danid Hotchftatter^ a Ge/maiv of 
<' Aufporge, in our days ; and yet the fame wer^ l(;pQ^n^>^ 
*' before, as appears by the Clofe Rolls of Itmg Henry.. 
*• the third. Upon the dlfcovcry of thefe mines, there 
<< was a memorable cafe ^ law befween Qj]eea]^izab«tK 

''and 



11^ ^n EXGURSIOM to 

— But to return to our hermit^ there is 
no hiftory of his life and anions to be met 

with. 



'* aod Thomas nercie. Earl (^ NortlitxmberiaiKi^ in 
*' wls&lk Loidihip they were foaad ^ bot by reafon q£ 
** the Queen*8 prerogative^ and veins of gold and iUver 
" difcovcrcd therein, they were adjudged to the crown ; 
^ — hiere Mack lead is alfo found. — ^Derwsent, after its 
"ffaf&g^ through ihefe hills^ fpreads itfetf iata.a laigc 
** Lahe^ Bed^ termeth it Pra^rande StagnaiOy whereia. 
*^ are three iflands, eminent above the water ; — the ^nc 
" hath an houfe of the Ratcliffi, a family of Knight's dc- 
<' gree ; the fecond is inhabited by the I>utch mineral 
'f m#Q ; and the third is thought to be that where Becle 
•' wrote that St Herbert lived an hermitical life. Oa 
♦* the very fldrt of this vale, in a pleafant foil, encom* 
*' palled with dewy hills, .and (heltered towards the 
" tprth by that high mouQtain Skiddow, lieth Krfwick 5 
•'a little town,, which King Edward the Firft made a 
** market, by the application of Sit Thomas of Dern^ 
•* water. Lord of the fkc^, from whom it lineally de- 
** fcendcd to the family of the RatcUffs. — As for th<^ 
•' mountain Skiddow, it rifcth up to fuch a height, 
** with two beads like to FarnafTus, and with a kind of 

*♦ emu- 
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Vith, or any tradition of his works of 
t>iety, or miracles, preferved by the in- 
habitants of the country. 

- — ^Wfe now puriiied our voyage by k 
iioble woody fcene, where BRAi^DELoW 
I^ARKE, arifing from the edge ot the 
Lake, with ftately young oaks, extendi 
its groves over two irourid hoes or emi- 
nences: and behind them, after covering 
a little intervening valley, rifes on the fide 
6^ a mountain to a confiderable height, 
iand forms a woody amphitheatre, fringed 
with fome finall drips of corn, which 
grow -dndet its Ikirts; whilft all above 
R are 



^ emulation looks on ScrofFd hffl before it, in Annan- 
^ dde in Scotland^ that from thefe two monntains, as 
** the mifty clouds rife or fell, the people of the country 
•* make their progriofticattons of the diange of 5^cathcr» 
^ and have this proverb t 
^^ ** If Skiddow hath a eap, 

« Scruffd wots ^ccl of that.'* 
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arc flupendous hills and rocks. — Thd 
ftrait boles of the trees, together with the 
verdure of the ground unddr their fliadoWj 
which was perceived a great depth in 
the grove, by reafon of the diftance at 
which the trees ftood from each other, 
formed an Uncommon and folemn fcenej 
which being again reprefented by the re*- 
fledlioiiof the water, feemedlikeinchanted 
haunts, where driads met with naids, in 
the happy regions of the genius of the 
lake# 

—We arrived at the borders of Ma* 
NisTY Meadow, a flat of a few acres at 
the foot of the mountains, where we, an- 
chord our boat to enjoy the pleafures of 
the fituation:---to the left, the neareft ob- 
jedl was a wooded ifland, edged with 
rocks, behind which Brandelow Park, and 
oaken groves, dreft in the deepeft green, 

CO- 
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covered the hills which arofe immediately 
from the margin of the Lake, and from, 
thtoce ftretched up the foot of Cat bell's 
mountain^ which laid fo near to us, that 
it required the eye whichviqwed its fum*: 
mit to be turned upwards diredlly tq 
heaven i—ron our right, at the diftance of 
about one hundred yards, laid another 
iinall iflaudj on whofe rocky inargia 
brufh wood and willqws hun^ fantafli^ 
<}ally; above whofe thickets the diftant 
ihores were fecn, where th? mighty clifl&i 
of Falcqn and Wallow Crag§ pro.t 
Jedling, fhewed their grotefque and tre- 
mendous brpws, in a lofty line of rocks 5- 
beneath the feet of which a ftrip of culti-? 
vated lands and woods fliot forth a ver-? 
d^nt promontory, which funk gradually in*^ 
to the Lake ; — in the qentre of this view, 
^fter ftretching the eye for the diftance of 
^l\ree miles over a bafon of the cleareft arid 
R :i finoothcft 
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fkiootheft water, fprcading its bofom to 
the noontide fun, is a large mount, called 
Castle-heaO Rocks, rifing in a cone, 
and covered with oak wood ; Ijehind 
which a lofty mountain raifed its browa 
brow, dreft in heath and fun-burnt her- 
bage,' exceeded only by Skiddow, co- 
vered with blue vapour, and capped with 
xlouds, which terminated the profpe^l. 

— Hull's-water gives you a few, 
but noble and extenfive fcenes, which 
yield aftonifhment ; whilfl Keswick a-» 
bounds with variety, with wildpr and 
mort romantic profpeds. 

•r-After pafling Bank Park, a rocky 
and barren promontory, on which a few 
fcattered trees looked deplorably age4 
and torn, we entered a fine bay, where 
|:he mountains rife immediately out of 
tlie Lake j , here ftq^nding perpendicular, 

. ^here 
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dicrc falling back in ruinous and rude 
cenfufion, as being piled heap on heap 
from the convulfions of chaos^ in the be-*, 
ginning ; and in other parts ihelving and 
hanging over the Lake, as if they threat-* 
ened an immediate fall;— the wHoJc 
forming a ftupendous circus. 

-—•To defcribe this view is 4ifficiilt> as 
no expreffion can convey an idea of the 
fubjecfl, where the wild variety confiftji 
pnly of various features of the fame ob- 
je(5ls ; rocks and mountains forming and 
coijflitiiting the parts of this maffive 
theatre, — In the front of this romantic 
fcene a fmall mount prefenti? itfelf, co- 
vered with herbage; fmall from the 
inighty ftature and gigantic members of 
the other parts of the profpec^. — Over- 
looking this mount ftands a round rock, 
pufhing his mountainous brow into the 
clouds. On the fummit of the mount, 

' fweetly 
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ftfcetly contrafted by the grey rockfr h^^ 
}caad^ ti^ere growS| with peculiar ]^c-r 
turefque beauties, a £ngle ancienc oak« 
f^-^The Lake beneatk was a perfei^ iw> 
ror— * 

•• 0*fr which the pant oak, himfelf a greye, 
•* Flings his romantic branches, and beholds 
<< His rev'rend image in th' expanfe below *. 

— On each hand the clifis and maftn-? 
tadhs are ftrewed over with bufhes and 
ihrubs, down whofe fides finall ftreams 
of water trill, like fb many threads of 
filver, giving a delicate mixture to the 
greynefs of the rocks oyer which they 
pafled, and which in many places arifc 
perpendicular, and are rent into a thou- 
iand rude columns, as if they had be^n 
torn by thunderbolts ; in other places 
they are of a tamer afpedl, and compared 

^^ 

- . . * • Mafon*s Garden. 
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in one folid mafs, (land with firmndfe 
as the pillars of the antediluvian world* 
— ^Where thie hills were feparatcd, litdc 
vales filled with wood, or narrow wind* 
ing dells of grafs ground, twift arotmd 
their feet, and give a happy variegation 
to the view. — lii fome places clefts in the 
rocks aflFprded a profpe(5l iiWQ a valley 
behind} in others^ th(j om;hangiiig^ 
cliffs formed rude arches and apertures^, 
through which diftant mounjtains were 
di{covered^-*--Behind all were mountains, 
piled on mountains^ wheti^ the clouds 
rolled in heavy volumes, giving a gloqmi*. 
neJfe to thole regions of confufion and 
barrennefs, which rendered the luftre o^ 
the fhining Lake, and the flreams of light 
which fell upon the rocks, Waterfalls, 
and fhrubs^ brighter and more plealii^^ 
— Here— 

«< S'en in the dull, unfeen, tinfeeing delJ^ 
u m I I I Shall Contemplatioa imp 

*< Her 
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** Her eagle plumes; the poet hefefhali hold . 
<* Sweet converfe with his roufe ; the curious fage,- 
«« Who comments on great nature's ample tome, 
«< Shall find that yolume here.— For here are cave^ * 
*« Where rife thofe gurgling rills, that fmg-the £oiig ' 
«« Which Contemplation loves ; here (hadowy glades^ 
«« Where thro* the tremulous foliage darts the ra^ 
■• That gilds the poet's .day-dream */' ^ ' r . 

In tlie tliflfe in ttis pdrt of the Lal:e 
eagles btiild their nefts, far removed 
above the reacJh of gunfhot, and nridif^ 
furbed by men ; for no adventilrous foot 
ever dared to affail their lofty habitatiori^ 
In the fight of the cottager hith'ef they 
bring the fpoils of the fold, or the fields 
to feed their young, fuperior to the wrath 
. of the injured* 

•^— On thefe {hotes a fait fpHrig of very 
falubrious quality is found, but like the 

ful- 



* MafoD's Garden. 
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fulpher l|)ring off HulFs-water, is ne- 
gle<3ted. 

— ^We ftext vifited a very extraordinary 
phchotnenori, ah ifland about forty yards 
in length and thirty in breadth, grown 
over with nilhes, reeds, grifs, and Ibme 
willows. — ^We would have landed upon 
it, but as the water was faid to be forty 
fathom deep in that place, and the at- 
tempt rather hazardous, we defifted, and 
had not the means of inquiring particu- 
larly into its nature.— *This ifland arolei 
about four perpendicular feet above the 
furface of the water on which it floated j 
— ^from its magnitude we were not able 
with one boat to try whether it would 
move, from the perpendicular line of its 
then fl;ation, or whether it was bound 
to and conneded with the bottom of 
the Lake by the roots of any aquatic 
plants which appeared upon its furface. 
S —The 
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— The boatmtti told us that it had not 

floated for two years before ; and that it 

13 feen at many feafons, by reafon of the 

clearnefs of the water, a great way from 

the furface in its adlion of rifing or fub- 

fiding, as it frequently defcends to and 

refts upon the bottom of the Lake j but 

it never fliifts its ftation.— This change 

of floating or finking cannot be cSc€ked 

by any greater or left quantity of water 

* in the Lake, at any one feafbn; for on 

enquiry we found in the rainy feafons the 

Lake is very little encreafed in height, its 

outlets receiving the additional water as 

fad as it flows in. 

— ^We now pufhed up the river which 
feeds the Lake, and anchored near a 
little but pleafant habitation, called 
LocHDooR, or LoDORE ; a place per- 
fedly adapted for the abode of a reclufc, 

and 
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and much preferable to St Herbert's I- 
fland, lying open to the fbuthern fun, 
fhekered from the north by ' mighty. 
mountains, which almofl overhang it ; 
and fronting to the wideft part of the 
bafon, it commands a view of the feveral 
iflands, Manifty meadows, and Brands- 
low parks, with their oaken groves hang* 
ing from the afcent of the mountains 
fhade above fhadc ; — Catbell's, and the' 
adjoining crags, furmounting all. 

— ^We were landed on a plain of mea-' 
dow ground which defcended to the 
edge of the water, over which we pafled 
to an adjoining wood at the foot of the 
rocks, behind the Lodore houfe. — After 
winding through feveral pafles in thdfc 
groves and thickets, we gained a fitu--^ 
ation where we were delighted with the 
noble objeds which prefented themfelves 
to our view. 

S 2 — Around 
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— Around us was fpread a grori, 
formed of tall young oaks, afli, and 
birch trees, which gave an agreeable 
coolnefs and fliade; — above the trees, 
with uplifted looks, to the right we view- 
ed a mountain of rock, called Shepherds 
Crag, forming a rude circular mafs, 
fhelvihg from the foot towards its crown 
in a fpiral form ; on every plane of which 
and every ftep that hung upon its fides, 
herbage and fhnibs grew fantafticly whilft 
the very fummit Nvore a verdant cap of 
grafs. — To the left there arofe a perpen- 
dicular grey cliff, faid to be a thoufand 
feet in height from the Lake, rent into 
innumerable fiffurcs, and .ftanding like 
mafllve columns in rude arrajigmeht, to 
fupport the feeming ruins of a fliattered 
tower, grown white with ftorms, and 
overlooking •Shepherds Crag fome hun- 
dred fdet. — In the opening between thefc 

ftu- 
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ftupendous rocks, the river pour$ ks 
•whole ftream, forming a grand cafcade 
near two hundred perpendicular feet 
high J — as the channel is rugged, tbe 
x^rater makes a flaeet of foam, and roars 
amongft the caverns and the cliflS, To 
that you are deprived of hearing any thing 
befide its tumult; — reaching the v,QQ.d» 
vrhere the defccnt is lefs precipitate, it 
winds amongft the trees, Ibme times 
Ihewing itfelf, and at others totally con- 
cealed, whilft it Terpentines towards the 
Lake. — ^The fpray which is daihed around 
the rocks, and carried upon the breeze, 
where ever it meets the rays of the fun, 
through the openings of the cliflfe, takes 
the colours of the rainbow. 

— One would conceive Thompfbn bad 
this cataradl in his eye, when he wrote, 
hisfeaibns: 

" Smootl^ 
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<< Smooth to the IhelyiBg brink, z copious flood 
^ Rolls fair and placid ; where coUedted all 
. •< Iji 0nc impetuous torrbnt down the deep 
V It thundering (hoots, and ihakes the country round* 
<* At firllf an azure (heet it ruflies, broad ; 
«« Then whitening by <legrecs as prone it falls, 
** And from the loud refounding rocks below, 
«< Daflied in a cloud of foam* it fends aloft 
^ A hoary mift, and forms a ceafeleis fhow'r. 
«• Nor can the tortur'd wave here find repofe, 
<< But raging (lili amid the fhaggy recks, 
<* Now flafhes o'er the fcattered fragments, now 
« Aflant the hollowed channel rapid darts, 
*' And falling faft from gradual Hope to flope, 
« With wild infradted courfe and lefs*ned roar 
« It gains a fafer bed, and fteals at laH. 
, M Along the mazes of the ^uiet VaU«'* 

On turning from this grand fpoflacle, 
the greateft beauties of this Lake are 
thrown into one profpe(5l : — ^Thc ground 
whereon we flood was rugged and rocky, 
ihadowed with trees ;— looking over a 
rich boforfi of wood, below us lay the 
Lodore meadows, where groops of cattle 

were 
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were difperfed, and by- the . fhorc fprne 
carpenters were repairing their boats, a 
circumftance which enlivened the fc^e } 
— the fhining Lake laid in one fmooth 
plane, refleding the azur^ Iky chequered , 
with clouds : over which the vicar's i- 
fland, yellow with com, and the woody 
iflands, were fortunately arranged ;-^— the 
mountains, whofeTeet were trimmed with 
wood, lay in long perfpe(5live to the left; 
— Caftlehcad, with its embowered cone 
and Lord's Tfland arifing from the oppofite 
ftiore, intervened between us and the vale 
of Kefwick, which laid on the back 
ground, coloured with all the beauteous 
tinftures of fummer ; over which the 
awful Skiddow, with his inferior race of 
inountains, frowned in azure majefty^ 
and clofed the fcene* 

• — ^Here were all thofe beauties of. cOr 
louring which, the late Dr Brown de- 

fcribed 'r 
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icribed : ** The natural variety and co- 
•* louring which the ieveral objefts pro- 
•* duce is no lefs wonderful than pleafingj 
•* the ruling teints of the valley being 
•* thoie of azure, green, and gold, yet 
** ever various, arifing from an intemiix- 
** ture of the Lake, the woods, the grafs, 
•* and com fields ; thefc are finely con- 
•* trafled by the grey rocks and cliflfe, atxd 
"the whole heightened by the yellow 
** ftreams of light, the purple hues, and 
" xnifty azure of the mountains." 

■—In this prolpedl one finds all the or- 
der and beauty of colouring mentioned by 
Maibn: 

— — <« Vivid green, 
" Warm broWD> and black opake, ^be foreground bears > 
«« Confpicuous ; — fober olive coldly mdrks 
** The fecond diftance ; thence the third declines 
" In fcfter blue, or Icfe'ning ftill, is loft 
«• In fainteft purple.'*. 

Claude 
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Claii4e in his happieflr hour 'never 
ftruck out a finer landlkip i it has every 
requifite which the pencil can demand, 
and is perhaps the only view in England 
which can vie with the fublime fcenes 
from which that painter formed his ta{le# 

We now returned to oilr boat^ an 
failing within fome little diftance of the 
fliore, had a view of the waterfall, where 
the beauties of the Lake to the fouth eaft 
lay in a pleafin^ perlpedlive ;— we looked 
over a fmall part of thie bafon, from 
whence to the left a ftupendous moun- 
tain of rock arofe, on whofe fkirts, and 
in the rents and clefts of whofe fides, 
trees and fhrubs climbed almoft to the 
very fiimmit ;-— before us laid the wood 
from which we had lately paffed, undet 
whofe fliade Lodore houfe and inclofures 
T were 
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were feen inclining towards the Lake; 
above which the lofty precipice, the wa- 
terfall, and Shepherds Crag, were feco 
in all their variety of beauties ; whilft all 
beyond the moimtains formed a crefceni, 
enclafping a fheet of water of two miles 
circuit. — Mountain behind mountain, 
and rock behind rock, fell here in fine 
perfjpedlive, and brought to our minds 
thofe aftonilhing fcenes which charac- 
terize the pencil of Salvaton 

— We pafTed from hence, in our return 
to Kefwick, by the coaft, where we were 
fliewn a cliff that projedled over the 
Lake, called Eve's Crag, from its bear- 
ing fbme fimilitude to a female Coloflian 
flatue, — ^We next faffed Wallow Crag, 
in which a large opening is formed by 
the parting of the rocks, bearing the 
name of Lady's Rake, from the efcape 

which 
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which Lady Defnwater made there, by 
climbing thefe -horrid and ftupendous 
jheights with fuch jewels . add valuables 
a« flie could fecure, when her unfortunate 
Lord was apprehended for a traitor. 

We now' reached Lord's Ifland, con- 
taining fome few acres covered with 
wood, where are the remains of a nian- 
fion of the Demwater family. Formerly 
this was only a peilinfu|a, but when the 
place was made the refidence of the Rad- 
clifis and Dernwaesrs it was fevered from 
the main land by a ditch, over which 
was thrown a draw-bridge. — ^This muft 
have been a beautiful retirement. — Tra- 
vellers cannot behold the ruins of this 
place without yielding a figh for the fins 
of the world, and bewailing the dire 
cflFedls which attend on ambition and the 
crimes of princes. 

Ta —We 
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—We vifited a DmIidical MpNU- 
MENT within about two miles of Kef- 
^ck, fituatc to "the fouth of the rc»4 
which we had paffed from Peurith* 

—This monument is placed on a plain, 
formed on the fummit of a hill, around 
which the adjoining mountains make a 
folemn circle; — ^it is compofed of ftones 
of various forms, natural and unheT^v-n; 
they feemed to have beenjcolle(9:ed from 
the furface, but from wlut lands it is 
ifnpoflible to conjedure, mqft of thern 
being a fpecies of granite. — Thefe ftqnes 
are fifty in number, and are fet in a form 
not exadlly circular, the diameter being 
thirty paces from eaft to weft, and thirty^ 
two from north to fouth; at the eaftern 
end a fmall incloliire is formed within the 
Circle by ten ftones, making aij, oblong 

fqu^rc 
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iquare in conjuaiElion with ffee ftoaes of 
tlp^at^fide of the circle, fevea pa^es in 
lengtl]^ and three in width within. In 
this, place sve conje<5lured the.aitar had 
been eredled.— -^-^ the oppofitp fid? a fing^e 
iquare ftone is laid at the diftance of three 
paces from the circle r — poffibly this may 
have been broken ofi^ ,^nd is/.only tb^ 
foot of fuch a column as Long Meg in 
the Salkeld monument, which may have 

been ufed to bind the victims to, — ^The 

'■' ' • • ** * • ' ■14" 

flon^s forming the outward line are fbme 

of them {landing eredi, others fallen, and 
the lame obfervation is to be made as to 
the appieacance of entrances as at Salkeld. 
—The ftones here are of various fizes^ 
fome of (he largeft of thole which are 
(landing being near eight feet in height;, 
apd. fifteen feet in circumference. 

•' 
—•A clergyman whofe property the 

pallure 
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pafture ground is, in whicli this motl*i- 
ment (lands, and with whom we gained an 
acquaintance during our fta)r at Kefwick, 
told us he was determined to deftroy the 
place, as it prejudiced his ground ; fi>that 
perhaps by theie facrilcgious hands, the 
curious will fhortly be deprived of this 
valuable piece of antic^uity . 

•- ■ ' * . 

. A late defcovery has been made of 
large quantities of black lead, (a jnineral 
peculiar to this country, and no wh^re 
elfe to be found in Europe) a^ongft the 
gravel and earth on the fhore of Vicar s 
ifland. — Whether it has lodged there by 
the floods, or how otherwife ban colledl- 
ed, is not known; but fo valuable the 
difcovery was thought, that it occafioned 
an enquiry by what means the whole 
Lake might be drained : conceiving that 
fron^ this fpecimen, immenfe wealth 

would 
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would be obtained by fuch an undertake 

— ^Thc fifti of this Lake ate troiats, pike, 
eels, and perch. 

The romantic fcenes upon the Lake in- 
duced us to take - a boat at night, under 
the favour of the moon, >?vhich was near 
th^ fiill ; — we began our voyage foon af-» 
ter the moon was riferi, and flie had illu- 
mined the top of Skiddow, but from the 
intercepting mountains had not within 
the afcent of an hour reached the Lake ; 
-**wc were furrounded with a fblemij 
gloom;— the ftilnefs of the evening render- 
ed the voice of the'waterfalls tremendous^ 
as they, in all their variety of founds, 
were re-echoed from every cavern; — the 
funimits of the rocks began to receive the 
rifing rayi5, ami feemed to be crowned 

with 
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with tuiTtts of filvcr, from which tbiff 
(lars departed fbr their nightly round.—. 
As the light advanced, objedls arofe t?o 
vicwi as if furging On the firft morning 
from chaos ;— -the Water was a plain of 
fable, ^fprinkled over with gems, reflefked 
from the ftarry firmament; — ^the groves 
which hung upon the feet of the mouxx'^ 
tains were hid in darknef^ and all waus 
one grave and majefUc circle of fhadoW'^i^ 

*-*_ *i till the moon 
** Rifing in cloudy majefty, at length 
" Aparent Quecn^ unveil'd her pecrlcfs light, 
" And o'er the dark her filrcr niafttlc threw *.** 

— When the long protra^^ed (badows;<^ 
the mountains caft on the bofom of the 
Lake, fhcwcd the vaftnefs of thofe jmstflcs 
from whence they proceeded; and ftiilaa 
tht moon afofe higher in the horizo% 

^ ' ' ' ^ ^, 

■■■■I*,.!..! I ' l ii f I ■ I > ■■ ■'■ ■ I f » HI > I I I I ' I !■■ '■ ' ■■■!■ i<^wi<igf>fc»MMr>i—<iW*' 

'" • *Maton'sPanidifcLoIi. 
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the difiaAt objed^ began to be illi»^ncKit 
and the whole prefented us wid^, a noble 
snoaallght piec6| delicately touched by thd> 
hand of nature ; and far £irpaifing thpie 
humble icenes which we had often viewed 
i»Jtfae w«ri»aftheFle»iflipaiii|fr«* ^ 

*— Mlfts began to arife on the Lake^^ 
And by x*eaf6n of the air which bore then! 
afctft, beihg confined and eddying with-^ 
in this deep circle, they were whirled 
found, and carried upwards like a column^ 
trhich fb ibon as it approached the rays 
of the moon, had a moft wonderful ap- 
pekrance, and reiembled a pillar of light* 

•—1 recdlled thdi Matiperttiis defcrlb-^ 
ing the Lake and mountain of Niemi in 
Lapland, ipeaks of a Phenomenon of the 
like nature, which the people called Hal-- 
tios, and which they .eftecmed to be the 
I' ' ' U guar- 
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guardian fpiritsf of the place.— Be riide as 
they might, ^ wc may venture to afiert, no 
ilniidy no St Herbert, no geniuSi bad a 
more glorious afcenfion. 

— The n)oonV mild beams now gliftned 
on the waters, and touched the groves, 
the cli£&, and inlands, with a meeknefs.ot 
colouring, which added to the folemnity 
of the night, and thefe noble and ro- 
mantic objeiSs, flruck us with reverence 
and inipired the mind with pious, fenti-^ 
tnents and ejaculations. — ^It was obferya- 
ble, that by day we were inceflantly com- 
jnunicating our raptures and furprUe on 
each new wonder that opened to our 
yipw, — ^we now enjoyed them ijpi ^e^ieer 
^ . - • ,. ' . . . , 

•r-*Every . bay, and each promo^itaryi 

t^0iW»ed an appearance very difiFeroit 

£com w]b4t !c had by day light $--i^thelit(^ 

-r'^ u . dclU 
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dells which wind around the feet of the 
mountains^ as diey were flwdowed by ia- 
terpofing dbjeds, or 0iFeredby thenoon, 
afibrded moil enchanting icenes; where 
we might have wandered with delight 
;through the whole nighty 

— ^Where the Lake narrows, and runs 
up in a creek towards Bo rod ale, the 
ix>cks looked horrible, almoft Ihutting us 
Ml from the face of heaven, which could 
be beheld only by looking immediately 
upright; the cMs were ftrucfc with ftanty 
gleams of light, which gained their paf* 
fage through, the interftices of the hills, 
or chafms in the rocks, and ferved only 
to difcover their tremendous overhanging 
.fronts; their mighty caverns, where the 
water flruck by out oars made a , hollow ^ 
«£)und, their deformed and frowning 
brows, the hanging- fhrubs with which 
they were bearded, their iparkling.wa!«- 
U3 falls 



Alls that trilled irotti ihdf ca'ihelfi the 
whole half fetn and half coacealed, ls$x^ 
iag imagination at lai^ to majgnify tte 
inugvs of their s^andeur and homhdfi 
magnificenoe* 

The purfuit which engaged us the next 
morning was to gain the fummit of 
Skid DOW, which by the winding pafs 
we were obliged to make afforded a labd* 
tious afcent of five miles.— ^The profped 
which we giined from this eminence very 
yrtll rewarded our fatigue ;-^to the fonth 
call we had a view over the tops of moim- 
tains, one fucceeding to or overlookiog 
the other; a fcene of chaos and mighty 
confofion : this was the prbfpefl which 
Dr Brown defcribed by the image of 
*^ a tempeftuous fea of mountains /*-— be- 
low us laid the Lake with all the beau- 
ties of its margin, together with the vale 
of Kefwick, and the waters of Balher, 

as 



9fi if deUaeattd on, t <:lj5ttt--rTo tfcw 

tiiiQiigtt lf& rugged and romanti« tl^att 
l^ofe towafds the ibuth eaft, woe yec 
nb Icfs ftupeadous, — ^To the xioith wdl 
ve had the pffofpeift of a wide and barren 
lieath^ extending its plains to Garlifle, 
and terminated by the naountains of 
Scotland. — ^To the north eaft we regained 
the profpeft of that fpacious circus in 
which Penrith ftands, the Queen of the 
yale, overtopped bjr Crofe Fell, which 
fortos the moft diftant back grouhdL 

—The air Was remarkably fharp and 

thin, compared with that from which we 

'pafled in th6 valley; and relpiration 

feemed.to be performed with a ki^d: of 

afthmatic oppref&on. 

, i— Whilft we remained upon At moun- 
tain, 
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dun, over die hills which lay betweea 
KelWick and Cockermouth denfe and 
dark vapours began to arife; and in a 
Kttle time, as they advanced upon a fouth 
weft wind, concealed from us thofe 
hrights which we had viewed half an 
hour before clear and diftindl..— -Our 
guide was very eameil with ils to quit 
the mountain, as he prognofticated a 
itorm was collecting, and we fhould be 
in danger of being wet, or in hazard of 
lofing puf way ia the heavy vapour, 
which he aflured us would fbon cover 
- Skiddow ;— the circumftance was too An- 
gular to be left by people. curious in their 
obfervations on. natural events J we d^** 
fired our guide would take care of him- 
felf, and leave us to our pleafure, bug 
Uie good attendant had a due fenfe of 
Qur impropriety in wifhing to be left 
<^^a and 4eterxmned to abide by.ifis^ 

— Th^ 
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^Theclimds advanced/ towards \» vi^ 
^su^celer^ted £pecdi-^z hoUow blaft fQuncJb»- 
fd amongfl: the hills and dells wh^h;)ay 
b^low us, and feemed to fly from ^ 
auproaching darknefs ; — the vapour n3f» 
le4 down the pppofite valley of New]aii4f 
and appeared to tumble in mighty ihceOf 
and volumes from the. brow of eacli 
mountain, into the vale of Kefwick^ an4 
over the Lakes. 

» • • 

-r-Whilft we flood to^admirei this phe-» 
nomenon the mighty volumes iof clouda 
which we beheld below us gradually af- 
cended, and we foon found the fumnut 
of Skiddow totally furrounded, whilft we 
oti every fide looked down upon an 
angry and impetuous iea, heaving its 
billows, as if boiling from the .bottom $ 
we were rgoicing in this grand fpedlacle 
of nature, and diinking ourfelves fdrtu- 
mte in having behel4 €o d^traordinary 

an 
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ta etTMt, mhen^ to our aftcm^mettt and 
CQStfufioii, a violent butft o£ thunder «a^ 
gendered in the vapour below ua ftuutied 
eur kmfcy bdng' i^epeate^ from evtry 
rock, and down every ^ell, in the moA 
horrid uproar ; at the Gjhe time, fr^n 
the agitation of the air, the mountftiit 
leenied to' trembk ;-^at the time of t&e 
explofiohj theclouds were inftantancodtfly 
illuminated, and from innumerable chafintf 
ient forth flxeams of lightning. — Our 
guide laid upon the earth terrified and 
amazed, in hte ejaculations accuimg^HS 
of {M*eiumpqpii and impiety ^ -^^ danger 
made us folemn indeed^ v^ had no- wiiere 
to fiy for iafety, no place to cover ottt 
beads ; to defcend was to rufh into tkt 
very iiidammable vapour firom whende ott* 
pttils proceeded, to ftay was equally- lia^^ 
tardous; for now the clouds which had 
received fbch a concuflion by/ the than* 
der ifcended higher aiid' higher, envfes^ 

loping 
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loping the whole mountaini and letting 
fall a heavy Ihower of rain; — ^we thought 
oar(elre5 happy evca uc^er this circuate* 
ftancc^ to perceive the ftorm turning 
ndrthwefl:waTd, and to hear tike next 
tfasinderdap bmrft in the plain beyond 
Bafnet water. — ^A like event has frequent- 
ly happened to travellers in the heights 
of the Alps, from whence die thuader 
{lorms are fcen paifing over the countries 
beneath them. 

*^The echoes from the mountain^ 
which bordered Kefwick ^Lake, from 
Newland, from Borodale, from Lodore, 
were i»ble, and gave a repetidon of the 
tiwiadcr-daps diftindly, th<ajgh xliftant, 
after an intermiifion of feveral fecondi 
tremendous filence. 

*^i^The rain, which fUll encreafed, |br- . 
med innumerable ftreams and cafcadfs^ 
r. X which 
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which ruflicd from the crown of Skiddow^ 
Saddle-back, and Cawfejr-pike, with a 
noighty noife ; but we were deprived of 
the beauty of thefe waterfalls by the in- 
tercepting vapour, which was not to be 
penetrated by the eye more than a few 
yards befwe ns. 

— ^We defcended the hill wet and fa<- 
tigued, and were happy when we re- 
gained our inn at Kefwick; which we 
now efteemed a paradife, although we 
Jiad defpifed it before for its dirtinefs 
and inconvenience. 

We took leave of our flovcnly and 
befotted hoft, and purfued our cout from 
Kefwick to Ambleside, a ftagc of eigh- 
teen miles. 

— For romantic, mountainous, and 
wild fcenes, this ftage affords the fiiicft 

ride 
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j%Ic kk the north of England ; the whole . 
jx>ad lying in a narrow and winding dell, 
confined by a ftupendous range of mpujir 
tains on either hand.— *In fome places the 
vale is not wider than merely to ^d^^t 
tthe road, in other places it opens in little 
valleys, and again is fhut in various 
forms.-— We paffed near the rocks of St 
John's, which on nearerview loft mofl 
of their grotefque appearance j and af 
we winded by the feet of thefe lofty hills, 
creeks filled with wood afibrded us 
many pretty, though narrow landfldps;; 
through which little rills, arifing on the 
fides of the mountains, poured down 
their hafty and gurgling waters. —The 
rain which had fallen the day before 
improved the beauties of Ae place ; — the 
cafcades were innumerable, and their ft- 
gures various ; — at one point of view We 
took in nine cafcades, falling from emi- 
nences feven or eight hundred feet per* 
X a pendiculax; 
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.pmdicidar height ;*'~wliejre fome of iii€tn 
fdl from die rery brows of the hillsi they 
z^^ipcutd as ftrings of filyer^ but defcend"' 
ing further fprea4 ifito fillets of foam, 
and, before they reached the middle of 
the kills, tumbled headlong from preci- 
pice to precipice, with a confuftd noife. 
•^Evcry turn of the road, and every val- 
ley, gave us a new fcene j-^the profpcifls 
were ever changing and diverfified* 

At length we reached a narrow Lake^ 
called Lays- WATER, where the vale 
widened j — ^fcattered trees^ and fome little 
inclofures adorned its margin, and here 
and there a cottage. — We rode by the 
fide of this Lake for the diftance of two 
miles, fo far it ftretched along the vak, 
on every hand enjoying little rural fqenes, 
which renewing to us a fucccffion of paf- 
toxal images which we had colIe(5led from 

the 
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^ poets in cmr early years, wheo tins 
young miad was charmed witli romance^ 
and the moft fantaftic ideas of rural ia^ 
oocencci retirement^ and lovet 

— i^Ncithcr did thefe images pafs io tlw 
^imagination only^ for in this fequeitered 
Tale we met with a female native f uU of 
youth, innocence, and beauty j—fimpli- 
city adorned her looks with modefly, and 
hid her down-caft eye; virgin appreheu- 
fion covered her with blufheSi when flic 
found hcrfelf flayed by two ftrangCTsj 
and as fhe turned her eyes for an inftant 
tipon us, they fmote us with all the ' 
energy of unaffeded innocence, touched 
with doubtfulnefs ; — ^her lips, wtich in 
the fwceteft terms cxprefTed her apprehen- 
fion, flicwed us teeth of ivory ; and on 
Iter fall forehead ringlets of auburn flowed 
carelefsly: a delicacy of proportion was 

iecn 
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fiea over her whole fignre, . which was 
eafy and elegant as nature's felf» 



— ^My companion, in a rapture, fhatch* 
ed out his pencil, and began to imitate ; 
but the onafie^ed impatiency, and fweet 
^onfufion of the maid, overcame our 
wifhes to detain her, and we let her pafs 
teluiSlantly. 

After this little adventure we jogged 
tMy filent, and wraped up each in his own 
cogitations, till we began to defcend the 
hill towards the valley of Grasm£R£; 
*— we were roufed by the unexpe^ed 
beauties of the fcene, and^ as if moved 
by one thought, we Hopped, gazed at each 
and fmiled, before we could coildefcend 
to fnatch purfelves from the ideal pleafurea 
upeihflid been enjoying. — ^We were eacli 
cqniaous of our fituation, and at length 

laughed 
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laughed a^oud; no otherwife communis 
eating our fentiments but by our looks^ 
which fufficiently explained our fimpathe- 
tic and iilent delight. 

We were charmed with the view of 
Grasmere, a retirement furrounded by 
hills on every hand; the vale is about 
four miles in circumference, of meadow 
and pafture ground; — near the middle of 
this valley is a fine Lake, beautified with 
an iiland. — ^From a mount a little diftki^ce 
from, the church we viewed the whole civ? 
^k, delighted with the fituation ;-^--*the 
fields were If ull of freflmefs and verdure, 
the fcene was ornamented with a few 
humble cottages difperfed on the borders 
of the Lake, amongft which the iacred 
fane ftood folemnly fuperior;— the hills 
were here and there graced with a few 

trees^ 
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trees, and animated by white flocks oF 
flicep.— It fccmed to be the vale of peace# 

We had not pafled far from this iWeet 
fequellered fcene before we entered Ri- 
t>AX.£, where we were again charmed 
with new retreat?, and happy retirements. 

—•Here we fonnd a cultivated vale, 
not equal in width to Grafmerc, but full 
^ pretty incloiiires, and watered with a 
Lake, en which a fme woody idand 
arifcs, — ^We pafled along the windings 
6£ this dale, till we reached the feat <tf 
Sir Michael Fleming, — an ancient matt* 
Con, (landing on the opening of the dale, 
on die fbuthem decline of the hills, 
whkh abound in wood land, and front 
to the lake of Windermere. — The 
ground before this feat is prettily diver*- 
fified^^ith irregular knots of trees, lituate 

on 
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tA natural eminencesi and fcattered witb 
iiich agreeable wildnefs and irregulanty, 
that they Teemed to be the work of na-' 
turej — the interfpaces between thefe 
knots of trees were mown in narrow 
Ineandring* walks*. — At the diftance o£ 
talf a mile, oppofite to the houfe, are 
• y lofty 



* Camden faye, " at the upper comer of Windcrmeii 
*' lieth the dead carcafe, as one would fay, of an an« 
^*. tidit city, vndi great rmtis of walls, and many heapt 
^* of rubbilh, one from another, remaining of building^ 
" yet apparent. — The fortrefs was oblong, fenced with 
'< a ditch and rampart, for it took up in length one hun- 
•-* drcd md thirty-two Wis, and in breadth eighty ;-^ 
^' that it had been Roman work is evident, by tbeB^tUh 
•* brick, and mortar tempered with pieces of brick^ 
*« fmall earthen pots, cruets or phials of glafs, by pieces 
*' ofHomaA money frequently found there, by round 
*^ flooes.like to mill-ftones, or i^uem-flooe^, of whkll 
<* they formed their columns, ^nd by the high roads 
^ leading to it. — Now the antient name Is gone, unleft 
** otic fhonld farmile that it were AnibogWa, of whldk 
^' the Book of Notices makes meatk)D| dpechlly. as &i 
•* modern name is Amblefide.'* 
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lofty rocks and hfanging woo^^ of 62k; 
which fonn the channel of the riyer thii« 
feeds the Laket 

Ambleside is fitn«e on the ftfrift dc-^ 

cline of a hill, over which maiiy high 

mountains arift towards the nortk,-*-The 

firft appearance of oiar inn induced us to 

apprehend we fhould haften our depart 

ture \ hut the afCduous defireof plea£upg 

ihewn in the conduct of the people coun«^ 

terbalanced thdr deficiencies* ---Here we 

inet with a gentleman, Mt Penney, o^ 

tenney-bridge, who was converiant with 

every curiofity in this country ; his poUttf 

and genteel behaviour rendered our ftay 

at Amblefide very agreeable. — By thi* 

.gentleman's diredions his' feryant coB'^ 

ducked us abotit a mile up the woody 

declivity of the hill behind the inn, 

yirhere we faw a moft amazing .caicade^ 

totally difierent from any thing we had 

V mef 



tnet with upon our tour.— ^Makipg. fg 
great an afceat^ a|i4 not having r^a9^e(| 
a third of the height of thia ewi^^PccL 
it might he fuppofed that when w? 
gained the- view i% would \fo fomefliin^ 
«x5raordijwry*r-^The niflung of the w,ar 
ters in the fall iounded through the wood 
|is we apprpached it^ and feemed ai once 
•^s if it wj^s burfting ove^ opr heada^anjj 
tumbling beneath r our feet i—this was 
/boja reconciled^ iEbr in a few ftep&^we 
{yenc^ivfd ourielyes to be up0ji th« fvun- 
^it of a cliff, which overhung th« chan- 
pd of the ftreana, where an old oaj^ f\j^- 
{landed hi$ romantic boughs qy^s; the 
precipice ;-^dn6 was the only apemng.pf 
the wood, or fituation, where we, could 
Jlook into this tremendous gulph,-r-'The 
jriver which falls here arifes on the very 
lieight of the mounicainsy ^xid SiPyf? jji a 
.very confeicd channel dirpygh? aai.Qpp;a- 
^j^g of rocks, the cd^ of which, )v.ere 
V Yz gr6wa 
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grown with ftately trees^ and throhge4 

vrith thickets of hazel, birch, and holleyv 

r^Wc could look upwards from the place 

where we flood for about one hundr^ 

j)erpendicular yards, where Ve faw the 

fiver in two ftreams pouring through the 

trees; — about the mid- way it united, 

ftnd was again broken by a craggy rock 

grown with fern and brufliwood, which 

threw it into two branches, foaming 

and making a horrid noife ; but it ibon 

united again,' and from thence precipi*. 

tated into a deep and dreary gulph for 

above fixty yards below the clifFon which 

we flood, from whence it tumbled from 

rock to rock, and dalhed through a rough 

and craggy channel dq wn to the town 

qf Amblefide with a mighty found, which 

Jhopk the air io as to give a lenfible agita- 

tipA to thQ ^erves, like the efiedl of a 

tiiunder-clapj — ^the whitenefs of the fret^ 

ling V*^^ Vas beautifully contrafted by 
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the black rocks which formed their paC^ 
fage. — ^It was almoft impoffible for the 
ftcadieft eye to look updn' this -watetfaH , 
without ' giddinefs.-!— Its beauties for z 
■painter wer? noble ajid yj^rious; the 
wood Vhich hung upon the rbcks over 
the ftream was of mixed hues, the trees 
proje^ing from each precipice knotty 
and grqtcfque, the cliffi were blac!fe 
;ind fringed with ivy and fern, w^ch 
gave a fingular luffere to the wateiw 
^all,-— No fancy could exceed the happy 
;i4Iiemblage of obJed$ which rendered this 
view pi6turefc|ue, 

i The traces of Ambldide*§ antiquity are 
notnowtQ be found ;— the inhabitants have 
not preferved any of the Roman inohu-* 
♦ments which were formerly difcpvered 
•licre. 



^. 
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H.iinaU vUlage ^m th^ ihoie of the Lake 
^f WiNDKRMf REj thia w»a 9^ delight^ 
ti4e, lying vdthin a little diftaacc of .^9 
Witcer, trjiick tyas Qpesi^d t^ our view a^ 
yfe paft. througljt^ yaiioys turnings of the 
road jf— the fides of the \vay are orna- 
SXiented with woodsy n)eadowS| and |)ai^ 
tore ground* . ' 

—The owner o£ the Whlt^'Ucjtt Inn^ 
4t Bpwivis, has a boat oa the Lake, with 
Which wc were accommodated.-— Thiff 
Lake is very different from thofe we liaS 
iken in Cumberland, being in length 
fthout twelve c<>mputed mtle$, And not a 
telle in width in the broadeft parti-^^the 
iiilld feen around the Lake, except thoie 
ftjboire Amblefide, are humble ;--^hc maiv 
gill of the water is irregular and indented^ 
ftiid every where compofed of cultivated 
£ 1 lands. 



\ltM% iTToodt, End paftntes, <whkh ^ 
^end ^ith an cafy fall into tiic Lalpi^ 
forming a multitude of bayg and pro*' 
ikxontories, md giving it thea^jpearani^eof 
ft large river ; in the narfoweft parts no* 
ninlike to the Thames betow Riahttiond.'«*-i» 
On that part where FutiJefs Fell form* idofk 
£horei the icene is more rude and rp&^^uj;* 
tic.--T-The weftcra fide of this Lake is m 
Lancafbire, the eaftem ia Wefti^Qrelgml*) 

As we failed down the I^ke fro»» 
Bownas, we had two views which {:q9I^ 
^ehended all its beauties ;>4«^we rei6:e4 
i;ppn the oars in a fituation^ where loojb^ 
ing down the Lake, we took into the proij 
ipedt the greateft extent of water j «r thg^ 
fhore was indented hj woody prompn| 
tones, which £hot into the Lake on mch 
ifide to a confiderable diftance;'^to th$ 
right were the hills of Furnefs Fell, whicfi! 
are thehigheft t^t ariieimbaediately fr(>m 
• ' ' tJie 
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4ie water, confifting chiefly of rocks^ 
which though not rugged and deformed, 
kavc their peculiar beauty, being fcattcr-^ 
ed over with trees and fhrubs, each o£ 
which grow* feparate and diftant;— the 
brow of this rock overlooks a jprettjr 
penifula, on which the ferryboat-houfc 
Hands, concealing its white front in a 
^ovt of fycamores. — Whilft w.e wctct 
looking on it, the boat was upon its way/ 
With feveral horfe paflengers, which 
greatly ^ced the fcene; — to the left a 
\ final! ifland, of a circular forfh, layed 
covered with a thicket of afh and birch 
Wood ; beyond which, • the hills that 
»rofc froni the Lake in gentle afcents to" 
fee right were covered with rich herbage,' 
ftnd irregular groves j— on the left fide of 
the Lake ihclolures of meadow, fweeping. 
jgentty away from the water, lay bound- 
Id by a vafl trad of woods^ -and over- 

topped 
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tdpped ^th hills of moorifli ground and 
heath j—^tihie inoff diftant heights whicH 
formed the back ground, were fringed 
with groves, over which they lifted their 
brown eminences^ in various fhapest 

r— Upwards on the Lake, we looked s 
on a Iarg:e iiland of about thirty acres, 
of meagre pafture ground, in an irregular 
ol^long figurej — here and ther? fom^ 
mislhapen oak trees bend their crooked 
branches on the iandy brinks, and one 
little grove of fycamores ihelters a cottage, 
— ^The few natural beauties of this ifland 
are wounded and diftorted by fome ugly 
rows of firs fet in right lines, and by the 
works now carrying on by Mr Englilhi 
the proprietor, who is laying out gardens 
on a fquarc plan, building fruit walls, 
and preparing to ere^l a manfion-houfe^ 
there,— The want of tafte is a misfortune 

' Z ttOD 
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too. often attending the opulent ;*^tfae ro- 
mantic fcite of this place, on fo noUe a 
Lakei and furrounded with (uch fcenes, 
aiked for the £neft imagination to have 
defigpied the plan of an edifice and pleafure 
grounds ; — but inftead of that to fee a 
Pcttch Burgomafter's palace ariie on this 
place, to fee a cabbage garth extend its 
bofom to the eaft, fquared and cut out 
at right angles, is fo ofienfive to the tyc 
of the traveller, that he turns away with 
difguft. — ^For pleafure, or for ornament, 
a narrow foot path is cut round the mar- 
gin of the ifland, and laid with white fand, 
refembling the dufty paths of foot paf- 
feng^rs over Stepney fields, or the way 
along which the owner often has heyed 
to Hackney. 

. I would overlook this misfliapen obje(5t, 
whilft I viewed the Lake upwards, with 
its eyironsj — the beautiful crags of Fur- 

nefs 
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iiefs Fell, over which trees are difperfed 
ia an agreeable wildnefs, form the€ront 
ground on the left, and by their projec- 
tion cover the hills, which are further ad- 
vanced towards the head of the Lake, 
which makes a curve bearing from the 
eye J— three fmall woody iflands, of a 
fine circular figure, and fwelling to a 
<Town in their centres, atife from out t^e 
Lake ; with the deep verdure of thdr 
trees, giving an agreeable tcint to xkt 
azure hue the water received jfrom re^ 
fledlion of the ferene iky above ; -—over 
ail expanfe of water of the length of fix 
miles, and near a mile ' in breadth, 
fliining and bright as a mirror, we view- 
ed the agreeable variety of the adjacent 
country: — ^to the right wood lands and 
xneadows, in many little peninfulas and 
promontories, defcended with eafy flopes 
to the brink of the Lake, where we view- 
ed Bownas church, and its cottages^ 

Z 2 arifing 
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arifing above the trees; beyqnd whidbi 

laid the feat 6f Fletcher Fletxiing, Efq; 

fitttate on the brink of the Lake, and 

corered on every iide with rich wood land; 

fc^futther wore cots and villages difp^^* 

ied on the rifing grovtnd ;— ^in the front 

flood Amblefidei and at the opening of 

tlbq 4cep vale of Rydale the 4io\ife of Sir 

Michel FJemingt flilelded oji rather ha^d 

by a wing of hanging forefts^ climbing 

up the ^CGp& of the mountains*— The 

nearefl; bade ground to the right is com- 

jpoifid of an eminence called Qk|1£6T- 

^EApy rifing gradually to a pointy and 

cultivated to its crown, which iweet 

mount is contrafted by the vicinage of 

the crags of Biscot-hoe, which overtop 

the extenfive wood lands of Mr Fleming; 

—then Troutbeck Park$ arife where 

the hills begin to encreai!? in magnitude, 

and form the range of mountains which 

are extended to Kefwick, diverfified with 

paf- 



f9iSB0fz^, dislls, and drfl^^ loQ]|iu|;oT^ 
-which LANapoN Pik£s, t^ree mouotilnfi 
infing ia perfeft cod£$, extend their h^fi^^ 
iuniiouated only by the rocl? y -^d J|>^ 
tttx brow of K.IJLSTONE Fj^l;-, .'«y3^fe 
cli& overlook the whole. . 

The Lake of Windermere 4lifet9 
very much from thofe of Hulls-^atBR 
and Keswick ; — ^here almpft every ob-^ 
jecS in view, on the whole Lake confeOes 
Cultivation; — theiflands are laumerous, 
but fciall and woody, and rather bear i 
refemblance to the artificial circles rai!fed 
on gentlemen's ponds for their fwans.— The 
great ifland is little better than a bank of 
fand, but is now under the fpoiling hand 
of a deformen — ^The innumerable pro* 
montories are compofed of fine meadow 
groimd, and ratiges of trees ; — ^the hills 
except Furnefs Fell, and tHofe above, 

Ajm 
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Amblefide, are tame; and on every hand 
i vaft expanfe of wood' land is ftrctchcd 
upon the view. — ^The painters of Pousin* 
describe the noblenefs of Hulls- water i 
—the works of Salvator Rosa exprefs 
the romantic and rocky fcenes of Kes- 
wick; — and the tender and elegant 
touches of C L A-UD £ LoRAiKE, and 
Smith, pencil forth the rich variety of 
Windermere* 

The greateft depth of Windermere, wc 
were told, was not more than forty fa«^ 
thorn ; the water abounds in pike, trout, 
char, eels, and perch. — ^The Lake whilft^ 
we vifited it was covered with the boats- 
of fifhing parties ; it being cuftomary for 
the country people, after their hay har- 
veft, to make their days of jubilee in that 
diverfion. 

In the church of Bownas is a window 

of 



^ painted gkfi, winch was preferred 0t 
the diiTolution of Fixmeis abbey,., aii4 
brought hithef; — the > prefent remains 
fhjsw that it lias contained Ycpj fine^* 
iQuring in its former ftate ;— the axmp rpf 
France and England quartered, ^e„:well 
preferred at the top of the window. — 
The deflgn is a crucifixion, in figure ja^s 
large as life ; by the hands, feet, j^ 
parts remaining, it feems to have been of 
fingular beauty. — ^On the dexter fide of 
die crucifixion is St George Haying fhe 
dr^QO, on the finifter the Virgin Ma^ * 
an uncouth aflemblage. — ^Beneath are the 
figures of a knight and his lady kneeling^ 
before whona are a group of kneeling 
monks ; over whofe heads are wrote W. 
Hartley, Tho. Honfon, and other names^ 
by the breaking of the glafs rendered Riw: 
legible. 
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•'-'-Fumefi abbey was dedicated tx>St 
Maty,* to whom zt£o Boi;^nas is infcrlbcxL 



We went from Windermere to Ken-- 
dal *;^— the road lies chiefly over barren 

and 



« Camden vrites; '^ that the footfaera part oi tUs 
<< Aire, iadofat betweca the rhner lone and Winder-* 
<« mere, is 6id to be frtutfU in the naliep^ i>Qt tbc 
<< (dh are rough and foil of ilony ground^ witkxocki 
f' which bear no kind of herbage ; it is called the ba* 
**vimj 6f Kendale, or Candale, taking its name froot 
V the riv^ Catf, whidi* mna diroi%h \ft &m'vi 90dBf 
<< diaiiael.-^-Oo the weft bask of this rivdr ftaflds Sko* 
^* dale, a town of very great trade and reibrt, formed 
**hj two large ftreets eroding each other; — ^^sivtC - 
<* place iamed for. excellent doathing, and for its re< 
^'marbMe mddfa7;-i-lfa6 inhabili^ts . omry iasiimd 
*' an extenfive trade for woollen good^ known in ftll 
*< parts of England, — They boaft that diis {diace bath 
'^ g!?cn title to Barons and Earls $ — their Barons wece 
<< the i^ipring of John Talboys, of whole ract^ Wil^ 
<< fiam, by confent of King Henry the Second, called 
** himfelf WHliam of Lancafter ; whoCe niece and heir 
'* married Gilbert the ion of Roger Fiu Ranifocd^ by 

'Vwhoft 
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and rocfcy hilb, without change or ya- 
ricty ta afford any pleafure. to the travel-^ 
ler. Towards the right, in the courfe of 
the way, appeared two openings which 
A a flxeWed 



" whofe daughters (after her fon William nvas dead) 
*' the inheritance defcendcd to Peter Bras, Lprd df 
'^Sfceltoo, the fccond ofthat firoame, and unto WB- 
^* Kam Lmdfaj ; from whom, by the pother's jQdc, as- 
** we karn put of the Ldger Book of Fomcfle Abby, 
«* Ingeham, Lord of Cqney, in Franice, traced his de? 
•^ fcent ;• by which Peter Brus's daughter, the fifter an4 
" ktbof Pefer Bru^ {he thkd, came this Baraile tp^tbe 
*' Roflcs o^ Wrekc ; and from them by right of inho-j* 
*' tance devolved upon the Parrs ; of whom Sir Wilr 
*' Kam Rnrr was made* Lord Parr, by King Henry the 
" Hghth^r-Ati for the caftle, the anti^t feat. of tb^f^ 
*< Lords, ftanding over ag^inft the tovm^ through age 
*' and neglcft it }s falling to decay.— rThere have been 
" three Earls of Kendale ; John Duke of Bedford was 
« advanced^ to that honor by his brother Kiog Henry 
" the Fifth s— •John Duke of Sp^:^erfet ;— and John de 
** Fofac, qS that moft noble and honourable femily of the * 
«' Foix in France, whom King Henry the Sixth, foriiis 
<*fiithfttl fervke in the Freacb wars . preferred to^hat 
«* dignity," 
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fliewed to us a fmall bay of the fea ; but 
thefe without any degree of beauty, 

We defcended to the town of Ken- 
dal, rejoiced to change the profpcd from 
barrennefs and wafte to a rich cultivated 
vale, and a town thronged with induftri- 
ous inhabitants, bulled in a profperous 
manufadlory, 

Kendal (lands on the fide of a hill, 
facing to the eaft ;— as We looked over 
the buildings from the heights which we 
were defcending, we had a view of the 
ruins of Kendal Caftle, feated on the 
crown of a fine eminence, at the diftance 
of half a mile from the town, and fepa- 
rated from it by the river Kan, over 
which two ftone bridges are thrown.— 
The caftle is now totally in decay, and 
fcarce gives ^ny idea by its prelent ap- 
pearance 
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pearance of its ancient ftrength and gran- 
deur.-— On the front oppofite to the town 
the remains of baftions are feen, at the 
fbuth eaft and north weft corners, whilft 
all behind confifts of confufed and ragged 
walls.— The whole has formed a fijuare, 
defended by a ditch^ 

Above the town of Kendal, immedi- 
ately oppofite to the caftle, is a mole of 
a very Angular form called by the inhabi- 
tants Castle Law Hill. — Above the 
town fome rocks fliew themfelves of the 
height of feven fathom or near it, on 
which a mount has been thrown up of 
gravel and earth, of an exadl / circular 
form, arising from the plane on. the top 
of the rock, near thirty feet; — at the front 
adjoining to the town, is a fpacious level, 
on part of which a bowling green is now 
made.' — ^The mole is defended by a deep 
ditch which extends itfelf from the brink. 
" A a 2 of 
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6i the rocks, and on Ae right tm^ffeft^ 
flxc plane is fbrrificd by an itjfcnoT mete 
trmount*, 

-SM-Thtf crown of i3ie gteat mote is fiat, 
and has been defended by a bread woife 
of earth and a narrow ditch ; and froDfi 
eaft to weft a ditch is ftruck through the 
centre.-^The whole circumference of the 
crown is fixty-onc paces ;^--the account 
givtn by the inhabitants of this placi?, 

18 



♦ T^his hill, though it is much inferior to that de- 
fef3>6d near Peorith^ called Maybroughi or M^aleberge, 
iind difleriiig from it in vamf drcwaftaBeess fiacib ttthe 
vallum of pebbks, ^rorrouqdioggrove^ anddruidicid 
jpillar^ yet appeared to us to be ooe of the antient parle 
hilld, pf which the learned Spehnan gives us this de- 
icription:-!*-'^ CoUis vaUo ^leruinq; monittfi^ iti locd 
^' campefiri, tie ioTtdiiis expooatur, ubi contet^e dim 
^< folebant centtirix aut vidnix iocute ad lites inter ie 
** traftandas & termlQandas. Scotis reor' : grith hall q; 
•* monapacificadoiilscui ai^'Ii privilegla coacedpbafttur/* 
JISpRMaybjrough, page §6. 
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is that it Was caft tip far ^a*tariftg ttoe 
fcaftk;— but for this pufepofe t*fc6re wa$ 
no need of fo laborious a worfc^ it beifig 
alfo much above the level of the cattle^ 
c^pofite to which many natural emmen* 
ces might fcrve for that end. 

We pafled from Kcndkl to BARkdW- 
SRiDG'Ej a fingle houfe, fituate in li very- 
narrow deep vallfey, hemmed in on evcify 
fide; hf mountains covered with verdni^ j ' 
— ?L fine dream Terpentines through the 
vale, and here and there little cottages 
.arc difperfed, with fcanty inclofur^ of 
meadow ground; over which hangs a 
narrow wood, from the rifing of the 
hills;— fhut in on every fide^ this is a 
place calculated for the moil folemn re-^' 
tiremcnt;— in winter, the rays of the 
fiiii for fcveral weeks do not touch the 
vale, but only gild the mountains ; jtlpng 
whofe fides the oppofite land fends ^aii ex- 

^ ^ ■-'-": teiifivc 
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Unfive ihadowy whole gradations arc 
daily marked by the watchful eye of the 
peafanti longing for returning vegetation. 

—Here nught the rcclufe enjoy the 
pleafures of folitude, and facrifice to vir- 
tue ; — ^here might he avoid the fins of the 
world, and commune with liis own foul j 
— and whilft commenting on the won- 
derous fcene before him, 

— «« Look through naturci up to nature's God *. 

Wc walked along the banks of the 
brook that murmured through the peb- 
bles, — ^we ftrayed over the little meads, 
—we fauntered in every grove, charmed 
with the deepnefs of the retirement. — 
The pleafiires of the fcene were enhanced 
to me by my recolledlion of pad felicity, 
which I had"^enjoyed from an evening 

ramble 

- V, * Pope. 
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ramble in thefe fequeftered walks.— Ideas 
flowed upon my mind replete with de-' 
licate fentiments, whilft images of a hap- 
py complexion poffeft refledlion, and pre- 
fented to me my family and my beloved 
infants. — ^Joy and afiedlion melted my 
whole foul, and involuntary tears took 
the filent expreffion of my tendemefs 
and tranfport ! 

Loft in felfifhnefs, I have trefpafied 
upon my reader, and covered a page 
with impropriety: I hope the digrefiion 
fnay be pardoned. 

From hence we continued our rout to 
KiRBY Stephen, near which place we 
vifited the ruins of Pendragon Cas* 
TLE * ; of which the remains of a fq^uare 

tpwer 



♦ Camden fays, " among thofe hills that famous river 
*• Eden, which Ptolemy called ftina, arifmg in York- 
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tower only arc left, aad that moft pro- 
bably of a modem date ; Fpr this plaee 
wa$ repaired, ajftei: it ha4 lai4 m ruiii3 
for near tw;o centuries, by the 0>unteis 
of Pembroke, about the time ihe h^d re- 
ftored Brough. — The fitijaupn of thi* 
place, being in a deep dell, on every 
h^nd overlooked by mountains, froixi 
whence it might be annoyed. Chews it 
never could be built as a place of ftrength^ 
but rather as a retreat, and place of con- 
cei^lo^fit in times of danger.— Oppofi^e 
to this place, on the other fide of the dell, 
is a fniall intrenchment, fortified by a 

ditch 



«^ ftrire, where he flows iti a narrow ftream, encreafing 
^' by degrees from various rivuletSy pafleth by Pendragoa 
«* Caftle, which hath nothing remaining from the waft- 
*^ iog hand of time bat merely its name, and an heap of 
'* ruins ; and thence flows by Wharton Hall, the feat of 
♦* the .Barons Wharton, of whom the firft was Sir 
'* Thomas Wharton, advanced to that dignity by King 
^' Henry the Eighth, to whom fucceeded his fon of the 
*^ fame name,; and after him Philip then living.*- 
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Stdi iind vallum, but of what date di? 
{)eople no account can be obtaii\ed^--^The 
Prince Enter Pendragon is of doubtfiil 
6xi{tence, but is faid to have died by 
treachery, and poifon put in a well, in 
the year five hundred and fifteen. 

We pziCcA by the ancient feat of the 
Wharton family, in Wharton Pauks, 
How in decay. — Melancholy refleiSlioris 
' arife on fiich a view, when the traveller 
muft neceflarily exclaim, with a figh, 
** fuch are the efFedls of difiipation and 
•• vice !" 



THE END. 
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